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House nears impeachment as Trump decries ‘vicious crusade’ 


By LISA MASCARO and 
MARY CLARE JALONICK 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — On 

the eve of almost-certain 
impeachment, President 
Donald Trump fired off a 
furious letter Tuesday to 
House Speaker Nancy Pe- 
losi denouncing the “vi¬ 
cious crusade" against 
him, while Democrats 
amassed the votes they 
needed and Republicans 
looked ahead, vowing 
to defend Trump at next 
month’s Senate trial. 

Trump, who would be just 
the third U.S. president to 
be impeached, acknowl¬ 
edged he was powerless 
to stop Wednesday’s vote. 
He appeared to intend his 
lengthy, accusatory mes¬ 
sage less for Pelosi than 
for the broad audience of 
citizens — including 2020 
voters — watching history 
unfolding on Capitol Hill. 

Continued on Page 2 



Trump supporters protest outside a town hall meeting where U.S. Rep. Elissa Slotkin (D-Mich.) is speaking on Monday, Dec. 16, 2019, 
in the Oakland Center at Oakland University in Rochester, Mich. 

Associated Press 
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House nears impeachment as Trump decries ‘vicious crusade’ 


Continued from Front 

He accused the Demo¬ 
crats of acting out of 
“Trump Derangement Syn¬ 
drome,” still smarting from 
their 2016 election losses. 
“You are the ones bringing 
pain and suffering to our 
Republic for your own self¬ 
ish, personal political and 
partisan gain.” 

Portraying himself as a 
blameless victim, as he of¬ 
ten does. Trump compared 
the impeachment inquiry 
to the “Salem Witch Trials.” 
Asked later if he bore any 
responsibility for the pro¬ 
ceedings, he said, “No, I 
don’t think any. Zero, to put 
it mildly.” 

Pelosi, who warned earlier 
this year against pursuing 
a strictly partisan impeach¬ 
ment, nonetheless has the 
numbers to approve it. Ac¬ 
cording to a tally compiled 
by The Associated Press, 
Trump is on track to be for¬ 
mally charged by a House 
majority on Wednesday. 
“Very sadly, the facts have 
made clear that the Presi¬ 
dent abused his power for 
his own personal, political 
benefit and that he ob¬ 


structed Congress,” Pelosi 
wrote to colleagues. “In 
America, no one is above 
the law.” 

“During this very prayer¬ 
ful moment in our nation's 
history, we must honor our 
oath to support and de¬ 
fend our Constitution from 
all enemies, foreign and 
domestic,” she said. 

No Republicans have in¬ 
dicated they will support 
the the two articles of im¬ 
peachment, for abuse of 
power and obstruction 
of Congress, setting up a 
close-to-party-line vote. 
One by one, centrist Dem¬ 
ocratic lawmakers, includ¬ 
ing many first-term fresh¬ 
men who built the House 
majority and could risk their 
reelection in districts where 
the president is popular, 
announced they would 
vote to impeach. 

Rep. Abby Finkenauer, D- 
lowa, referred to the oath 
she took in January as she 
was sworn into office as 
guiding her decision. She 
announced support for 
both articles of impeach¬ 
ment to “honor my duty 
to defend our Constitu¬ 
tion and democracy from 
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Ofhcuh unfair!, 


A letter from President Donald Trump to House Speaker Nancy Pelosi of Calif., is photographed 
Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2019, in Washington. 

Associated Press 


abuse of power at the 
highest levels.” 

Republicans disagreed, 
firmly. 

Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell set the 
partisan tone for the next 
step, as attention will shift 
to the Senate which, under 
the Constitution, is required 
to hold a trial on the charg¬ 
es. That trial is expected to 
begin in January. 

“I’m not an impartial juror,” 
McConnell declared. The 
Republican-majority cham¬ 
ber is all but sure to acquit 
the president. 

Trump is accused of abus¬ 
ing his presidential power in 
a July phone call in which 
he asked the newly elect¬ 
ed president of Ukraine, a 
U.S. ally facing an aggres¬ 
sive Russia at its border, to 
“do us a favor” by investi¬ 
gating Democrats, includ¬ 
ing his potential 2020 rival 
Joe Biden. At the time. 
President Volodymyr Zelen¬ 
skiy was hoping for a cov¬ 
eted White House meet¬ 
ing that would bolster his 
standing with Ukraine's 
most important ally. He also 
was counting on nearly 
$400 million in military aid 
Congress had approved to 
counter Russia. The White 
House had put the money 
on hold — as leverage, the 
Democrats say. 

In his letter on Tuesday, 
Trump defended his “abso¬ 
lutely perfect" phone call 


that sparked the impeach¬ 
ment inquiry. He also tried 
to justify anew the Ukrainian 
investigations he wanted 
into Biden. And he disput¬ 
ed the charges of abuse of 
power and obstruction of 
Congress’ investigation. 
Conceding the House 
vote, he said he wanted to 
set his words down “for the 
purpose of history.” 

Asked on CNN about 
Trump’s lengthy complaints 
about his treatment, Dem¬ 
ocratic Rep. Eric Swalwell 
of California dismissed 
what he called a “childish, 
whiny letter." 

House Democrats con¬ 
tinued to march toward 
Wednesday’s debate and 
votes. 

“It’s unfortunate that we 
have to be here today, 
but the actions of the presi¬ 
dent of the United States 
make that necessary,” said 
Chairman Jim McGovern, 
D-Mass„ gaveling the Rules 
Committee, which met 
through the day, with law¬ 
makers arguing over the 
parameters for the debate. 
McGovern said, “Every day 
we let President Trump act 
like the law doesn’t apply 
to him, we move a little 
closer” to rule by dictators. 
The top committee Repub¬ 
lican, Tom Cole of Okla¬ 
homa, said, “When half 
of Americans are telling 
you what you are doing is 
wrong, you should listen.” 


Lawmakers crossing party 
lines face consequences. 
One freshman Democrat, 
Jeff Van Drew of New Jer¬ 
sey, is indicating he will 
switch parties to become a 
Republican after opposing 
impeachment. Earlier this 
year, Michigan conserva¬ 
tive Rep. Justin Amash left 
the GOP when he favored 
impeachment. 

One new Democratic con¬ 
gressman, Jared Golden of 
Maine, said he would vote 
to impeach on abuse of 
power but not obstruction. 
Hoping to dispatch with 
lengthy Senate proceed¬ 
ings, McConnell rejected 
Senate Democrats' push 
for fresh impeachment 
testimony and made a 
last-ditch plea that House 
Democrats “turn back from 
the cliff” of Wednesday’s 
expected vote. 
“Impeachment is a politi¬ 
cal decision,” McConnell 
said. “The House made a 
partisan political decision 
to impeach. I would antici¬ 
pate we will have a largely 
partisan outcome in the 
Senate. I’m not impartial 
about this at all.” 
McConnell’s remarks Tues¬ 
day effectively slapped 
the door shut on negotia¬ 
tions for a deal proposed 
by the Democratic leader. 
Sen. Chuck Schumer, who 
wants to call top White 
House officials for fhe Sen¬ 
ate trial. □ 

























itDA* 


U.S. NEWS I * 3 


WEDNESDAY 18 DECEMBER 2019 



RENAISSANCE MALL, WHERE 

Stale & SopmStiaztUm- 

ARE ALWAYS IN VOGUE 

LOUIS VU9TTON I GUCCI I DOLCE 6 GABBANA 
ROLEX E PRADA | CARTIER | MICHAEL SOFTS 
CAROUNA HERRERA I KATE SPADE I RALPH LAUREN 

Op«n Mondays through Saturdays 10am - 7pm 
LG. Smith flint 32, Qrtrtjwtad 

ns FhnaiuirraMdl 


R 

RENAISSANCE' 


Giuliani associate got $1 million from indicted Ukrainian 


Firtash to Parnas raises ad¬ 
ditional questions about 
whether the Ukrainian oli¬ 
garch was financially un¬ 
derwriting attempts by Par¬ 
nas and co-defendant Igor 
Fruman to assist Giuliani in 
digging up dirt on Demo¬ 


cratic presidential candi¬ 
date Joe Biden — a nexus 
now at the heart of the im¬ 
peachment inquiry against 
President Donald Trump. 
Both Parnas and Fruman 
have pleaded not guilty to 
charges that they gained 


access to U.S. politicians 
by making big campaign 
contributions, including 
some made on behalf of 
foreigners. Giuliani, Trump's 
personal lawyer, has said 
he had no knowledge of il¬ 
legal donationsO 



Lev Parnas, a Rudy Giuliani associate with ties to Ukraine, ar¬ 
rives for a bail hearing in federal court, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2019 


in New York. 


By TOM HAYS 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — A busi¬ 
ness associate of Rudy 
Giuliani received a $1 mil¬ 
lion payment in September 
from an indicted Ukrainian 
oligarch who is a fugitive 
from justice in the U.S., fed¬ 
eral prosecutors revealed 
Tuesday. 

The disclosure came dur¬ 
ing a court hearing in New 
York for Lev Parnas, who is 
awaiting trial on charges 
that he made illegal cam¬ 
paign contributions to U.S. 
politicians, including some 
made to try to influence 
policy on Ukraine. 

At the hearing, a judge re¬ 
jected the government's 
arguments that Parnas' 
bail should be revoked be¬ 
cause he failed to disclose 
the payment from Dmy- 
tro Firtash and other assets 
to the court when he was 
asked about his finances. 
He remains under house ar¬ 
rest in Florida on a $1 million 
bond. 

Assistant U.S. Attorney Re- 
bekah Donaleski told the 
judge that the $1 million 
payment came from an at- 


Associated Press 

torney for Firtash, who was 
arrested in Austria in 2014 
to face charges in the U.S. 
accusing him of conspir¬ 
ing to pay bribes in India in 
connection with a titanium 
mining enterprise. 

The $1 million payment, 
made in increments of 
$200,000, was wired into 
an account in the name 
of Parnas’ wife. A lawyer 
for Parnas, Joseph Bondy, 
said the money was a loan 
for the purpose of buying a 
$4.5 million house. 
Prosecutors acknowledged 
in a court filing that the 
majority of the money was 
used for personal expenses 
and to put a down pay¬ 
ment on a home, but they 
said Parnas still should have 
disclosed the wire transfers 
when he was required to 
detail his assets when he 
applied for bail. Donaleski 
said prosecutors believe it 
was a sham. 

"It is an unsecured, undoc¬ 
umented loan to a house¬ 
wife with no assets," she 
said. "That makes no sense, 
your honor." 

Tuesday's disclosure of the 
$1 million wire transfer from 
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Ray Bonachea holds a sign in favor of the impeachment of 
President Donald Trump, outside of the Trump National Doral 
Miami golf resort, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2019, in Doral, Fla. 

Associated Press 


By HANNAH FINGERHUT 
and EMILY SWANSON 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — As 

the U.S. House of Repre¬ 
sentatives prepares to take 
a historic vote on the im¬ 
peachment of President 
Donald Trump, the Ameri¬ 
can public is following 
along, steadfast in its views. 
Many polls since House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi an¬ 


nounced the start of an 
impeachment inquiry on 
Sept. 24 show that Ameri¬ 
cans are closely divided 
over whether Trump should 
be removed from office. 
Heated public hearings 
on network television that 
reached millions of Ameri¬ 
cans alongside a White 
House on the defensive 
have done little to move 
public opinion on the issue. 
And there's little sign that 
the inquiry has had any 
impact on Trump himself, 
whose approval rating has 
not strayed from the range 
it's been throughout his 
presidency. 

The impeachment articles 
accuse Trump of abuse of 
power and obstruction of 
Congress. The House has 
spent weeks investigating 
whether the president vio¬ 
lated his oath of office by 
asking the government of 
Ukraine to investigate his 
political opponent. 

CONSISTENT (AND POLAR¬ 
IZED) VIEWS OF TRUMP 

Approval of Trump's overall 
performance has largely 
held steady, even as the 
impeachment proceed¬ 
ings have carried on. A 
new AP-NORC Center for 
Public Affairs Research poll 
has Trump's approval rat¬ 
ing standing at 40%, about 
where it's been over the 
last several months and 
through most of his presi¬ 
dency. 

Views of the president 
and, by extension, views 
of his impeachment reflect 
deep political polarization. 
Wide shares of Democrats 
both disapprove of the 
president and support im¬ 
peachment, while wide 
shares of Republicans ap¬ 
prove of Trump and want 
him to remain in office. 

WHERE THINGS STAND 


New polls from The Wash¬ 
ington Post/ABC News and 
CNN find support for im¬ 
peachment and removal 
remains at about half of 
Americans. 

Support for removing the 
president saw a one-time 
increase in the wake of 
Pelosi's September an¬ 
nouncement of an official 
inquiry. Earlier this year, 
polls showed a majority op¬ 
posed to impeachment. 
Both polls find less than half 
of Americans approving of 
how either congressional 
Democrats or Republicans 
— or Trump — have han¬ 
dled the inquiry. 

Still, the Post/ABC poll 
finds that a slim majority of 
Americans, 55%, think the 
hearings in House commit¬ 
tees have been fair to the 
president. 

LOOKING BACK 

Today's presidential im¬ 
peachment inquiry is only 
the fourth in U.S. history, 
and polling demonstrates 
how public opinion fluctu¬ 
ated — or didn't — as im¬ 
peachment proceedings 
progressed. 

Approval of President Bill 
Clinton actually ticked 
up immediately after the 
House vote to impeach 
him in December 1998. 
Though a short-lived bump, 
Clinton did emerge largely 
unscathed from the pro¬ 
ceedings over his handling 
of allegations of his extra¬ 
marital affair with Monica 
Lewinsky, a White House in¬ 
tern. Views of his impeach¬ 
ment were fairly negative 
throughout 1998 and 1999, 
with support for his remov¬ 
al reaching no more than 
about a third of Americans, 
including just before the 
House voted to approve 
two articles of impeach¬ 
ment. In the midst of the 
investigation, □ 


Americans steadfastly divided 
over impeachment as vote nears 
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Report: 5th straight year with under 30 executions in U.S. 



This July 7, 2010 file photo, shows Nebraska's lethal injection chamber at the State Penitentiary in 
Lincoln, Neb. 

Associated Press 


By MARK SHERMAN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Few¬ 
er than 30 people were ex¬ 
ecuted in the United States 
and under 50 new death 
sentences were imposed 
for the fifth straight year, 
part of a continuing de¬ 
cline in capital punishment 
that saw only a few states 
carry out executions, a new 
report issued Tuesday said. 
But even as death row 
populations were dropping 
in most of the 29 states that 
still have the death pen¬ 
alty, the Trump administra¬ 
tion tried to restart execu¬ 
tions on the federal level 
and a more conservative 
Supreme Court appeared 
less willing to grant death- 
row inmates last-minute re¬ 
prieves. 

"The death penalty is disap¬ 
pearing from whole regions 
of the country and erod¬ 
ing in others, but the death 
penalty is persisting among 
outlier jurisdictions," said 
Robert Dunham, execu¬ 
tive director of the Death 
Penalty Information Cen¬ 
ter, which produced the 
look at the death penalty 
in 2019. 

Twenty of the 22 executions 
in 2019 took place in five 
Southern states, led by Tex¬ 
as with 9, the center said. 
The others are Alabama, 
Florida, Georgia and Ten¬ 
nessee. Missouri and South 
Dakota each executed 
one inmate. 

Elsewhere in the country, 
New Hampshire became 
the 21st state to abolish the 


death penalty, while Cali¬ 
fornia Gov. Gavin Newsom 
imposed a formal moratori¬ 
um on executions in a state 
with the largest death row 
population, although the 
last execution in California 
took place nearly 14 years 
ago. 

Also for the fifth straight 
year, no state west of Texas 
carried out an execution. 
There are now 32 states 
that either have no death 
penalty or have not exe¬ 
cuted anyone in more than 
a decade. 

But at the federal level, 
where the last execution 
took place in 2003, Attor¬ 


ney General William Barr 
announced in July that 
federal executions would 
resume beginning in De¬ 
cember. President Donald 
Trump has long been a pro¬ 
ponent of the death pen¬ 
alty. 

"The Justice Department 
upholds the rule of law — 
and we owe it to the vic¬ 
tims and their families to 
carry forward the sentence 
imposed by our justice sys¬ 
tem," Barr said at the time. 
A federal judge put a hold 
on the scheduled execu¬ 
tions, and the Supreme 
Court turned away the ad¬ 
ministration's plea to begin 


conducting lethal injection 
executions at the federal 
prison in Terre Haute, Indi¬ 
ana. 

Barr's push for new execu¬ 
tions showed that the ad¬ 
ministration "is going to be 
out of step with the Ameri¬ 
can public and what is 
happening in most of the 
states around the country," 
Dunham said. 

The Death Penalty Informa¬ 
tion Center takes no posi¬ 
tion on capital punishment, 
but is critical of the manner 
in which it has been admin¬ 
istered. 

The justices would not allow 
federal executions in 2019, 


but the court otherwise sig¬ 
naled its impatience with 
last-minute efforts to keep 
inmates from being put to 
death. 

While Texas continues to be 
the leader in carrying out 
executions, the number of 
new death sentences there 
has dropped markedly in 
recent years, with just four 
for the year. Florida and 
Ohio each had six inmates 
newly sentenced to death, 
among the 33 death sen¬ 
tences recorded so far 
this year. Several capital 
sentencing proceedings 
are ongoing and could 
change the final number, 
the report said. 

Overall, death sentences 
are down more than 80 
percent from the 1990s, 
Dunham said. Fewer juris¬ 
dictions are seeking capital 
punishment and juries are 
more willing to sentence 
defendants to life terms 
with no chance of parole, 
he said. 

But even with the decrease, 
some of the sentences 
were troublesome, the re¬ 
port said. One example it 
cited was Tiffany Moss, who 
was sentenced to death 
in Georgia for starving her 
stepdaughter to death. 
The judge allowed Moss 
to represent herself at trial, 
despite evidence that she 
had brain damage that 
affected her judgment 
and decision-making, the 
report said. Moss did not 
make an opening state¬ 
ment, closing argument or 
call witnesses. □ 
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U.S. proposes new rules to increase organ transplants 


By LAURAN NEERGAARD 
AP Medical Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

U.S. government is over¬ 
hauling parts of the nation's 
transplant system to make 
sure organs from the dead 
no longer go to waste — 
and to make it easier for 
the living to donate. 

The rules proposed Tuesday 
aim to ease an organ short¬ 
age so severe that more 
than 113,000 Americans lin¬ 
ger on the transplant wait¬ 
ing list — and about 20 die 
each day. 

Part of the reason: An As¬ 
sociated Press analysis re¬ 
cently found some of the 
groups that collect organs 
at death secure donors 
at half the rate of others, 
missed opportunities that 
could have saved lives. 

But the government cur¬ 
rently has little way to di¬ 
rectly compare organ 
collection agencies and 
force poor performers to 
improve. 

"No life-saving organ should 
go to waste," Medicare 
chief Seema Verma said 
in announcing stricter stan¬ 
dards to hold those agen¬ 
cies more accountable. 

At the same time, the ad¬ 
ministration also aims to 
spur more living donors by 
allowing them to be reim¬ 
bursed for lost wages and 
child care or elder care 
expenses incurred during 
their hospitalization and re¬ 
covery. 

"When an American wishes 
to become a living donor, 
we don't believe their fi¬ 
nancial situation should 
limit their generosity," said 
Health and Human Ser¬ 
vices Secretary Alex Azar, 
whose father received a 
kidney transplant from a liv¬ 
ing donor. 

The rules come after Presi¬ 


dent Donald Trump in July 
ordered a revamping of 
care for kidney disease, 
including spurring trans¬ 
plants of kidneys and other 
organs. The proposals are 


work with Medicare, which 
regulates the nonprofits, 
to implement the tougher 
standards. 

The new rules are "an op¬ 
portunity to drive mean¬ 


hospital calls with a poten¬ 
tial donor at 3 a.m. 

It's hard to tell how well they 
do the job. 

They self-report to the gov¬ 
ernment success rates with¬ 



in this July 10, 2019, file photo. President Donald Trump speaks during an event on kidney health 
at the Ronald Reagan Building and International Trade Center in Washington. 

Associated Press 


open for public comment 
for 60 days. 

Transplant advocates 
praised the move. 

"Patients are dying, and 
they deserve better," Jen¬ 
nifer Erickson, a former 
Obama administration 
staffer who worked on 
transplant policy, said of 
the crackdown on "organ 
procurement organiza¬ 
tions," or OPOs. 

And the association that 
represents those organ col¬ 
lection groups pledged to 


ingful changes that will 
increase the availability of 
organs for transplant and 
save more lives," Kelly Ra- 
num, CEO of Louisiana's 
OPO and president of the 
association, said in a state¬ 
ment. 

Today, the country is divid¬ 
ed into 58 zones, each as¬ 
signed an OPO to essential¬ 
ly be a matchmaker — rap¬ 
idly collecting organs from 
willing donors at death and 
getting them to the right 
transplant center, even if a 


out any way to tell how 
many potential donations 
were left behind, or why. 
And current rules give little 
incentive for retrieving less- 
than-perfect organs, such 
as those from older donors. 
"For countless patients, an 
imperfect organ is better 
than no organ at all," Ver¬ 
ma said. 

Under the proposal, Medi¬ 
care will calculate each 
OPO's donation and trans¬ 
plantation rates using fed¬ 
eral death records that 


show the entire pool of 
potential donors each has 
to draw from — anyone 75 
or younger who dies in a 
hospital of conditions that 
wouldn't automatically 
preclude donation. 

For the first time, that would 
allow Medicare to rank 
OPO performance. 

Verma promised yearly 
evaluations, saying any or¬ 
gan agency that didn't do 
as well as the top quarter of 
their competitors would be 
pushed to improve. 

"This is a great first step," 
said Greg Segal of the ad¬ 
vocacy group Organize, 
whose father waited five 
years for a heart transplant. 
"Now the government 
needs to implement the 
rule as strongly and quickly 
as possible." 

Verma estimated the 
change could spark anoth¬ 
er 5,000 transplants a year. 
A 2017 study by University 
of Pennsylvania research¬ 
ers had estimated that a 
better-functioning system 
could yield as many as 
28,000 additional organs. 
Deceased donors make 
up most transplants but 
people lucky enough to 
receive a kidney or part of 
a liver from a living donor 
not only cut their wait, but 
those organs tend to sur¬ 
vive longer. 

Yet fewer than 7,000 of 
the 36,529 transplants per¬ 
formed last year were from 
living donors. 

Currently, the transplant 
recipient's insurance pays 
the donor's medical bills. 
But donors are out of work 
for weeks recuperating 
and not all employers allow 
some form of paid time off. 
The new proposal aims to 
ease that economic hur¬ 
dle; still to be determined 
is exactly who will qualify,Q 
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Montana tribe's long recognition 
struggle clears Congress 


By MATTHEW BROWN 
Associated Press 
BILLINGS, Mont. (AP) — U S. 

lawmakers granted formal 
recognition to the Little 
Shell Tribe of Chippewa 
Indians on Tuesday and di¬ 
rected federal officials to 
acquire land on the tribe's 
behalf, following a de¬ 
cades-long struggle by its 
members scattered across 
the Northern Plains of the 
U.S. and Canada. 

A provision to recognize 
the tribe and make it eligi¬ 
ble for millions of dollars an¬ 
nually in federal assistance 
was included in a defense 
bill approved in the Senate 
on a vote of 86 to 8. The 
measure now goes to Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump to be 
signed into law. 

Most of the tribe's more 
than 5,000 members are 
in Montana, descendants 
of Native Americans and 
early European settlers. 
They have a headquarters 
in Great Falls, Montana but 
have been without a rec¬ 
ognized homeland since 
the late 1800s, when the 
tribe's leader. Chief Little 
Shell, and his followers in 
North Dakota broke off 
treaty negotiations with 
the U.S. government. Tribe 
members later settled in 
Montana and southern 
Canada, but they strug¬ 
gled to stay united be¬ 
cause they had no land to 
call their own. 

Formal government recog¬ 
nition gives cultural valida¬ 
tion to a tribe whose mem¬ 
bers have long lived on the 
fringes of society and were 
sometimes shunned by 
whites. More practically, it 
makes its members, many 
of them poor, eligible for 
government benefits rang¬ 
ing from education and 
health care to housing 
"It's truly amazing. I'm al¬ 


most speechless that this 
has finally come to fruition 
for us," Little Shell Chair¬ 
man Gerald Gray said. "Be¬ 
sides the dignity part and 
us fighting for this for over 
150 years, it's going to pro¬ 
vide access to services our 
people have never had 
access to but have always 
deserved." Providing ser¬ 
vices to the tribal members 
through the Bureau of Indi¬ 
an Affairs and Indian Plealth 
Service would cost roughly 
$40 million over five years, 
or about $8 million a year, 
the Congressional Budget 
Office said in a March re¬ 
port. That figure was based 
on an enrollment of roughly 
2,600 members, a number 
that Gray said was outdat¬ 
ed and too low. 

Tribal leaders first petitioned 
for recognition through 
the Interior Department in 
1978. Members trace their 
other attempts back to the 
1860s, when the Pembina 
Band of Chippewa signed 
a treaty with the U.S. gov¬ 
ernment. 

Recognition was granted 
by the state of Montana 
in 2000, but denied by the 
U..S. Interior Department 
in 2009. Montana U.S. Sen. 
Jon Tester, a Democrat, 
said he worked with Mon¬ 
tana Republican Sen. Steve 
Daines to convince Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch Mc¬ 
Connell to get language 
recognizing the tribe into 
the defense bill. 

"There were no deals cut 
here," Tester said moments 
after Tuesday's vote. "This 
happened because Lead¬ 
er McConnell made it a pri¬ 
ority." 

Daines said the Senate 
vote marked a "historic day 
for the state of Montana" 
and had been one of his 
main priorities. Legislation 
recognizing the tribe was 


approved by the House 
last year but later blocked 
in the Senate. Tester said 
a similar measure was the 
first piece of legislation he 
introduced after being first 
elected in 2006. Daines 
and Republican Rep. Greg 
Gianforte, Montana's sole 
member of the House, also 
took up the Little Shell's 
cause after taking officeO 


Gerald Gray, chairman of the Little Shell Tribe of Chippewa 
Indians, speaks during a meeting of the Rocky Mountain Tribal 
Leaders Council on Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2019 in Billings, Montana. 

Associated Press 
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France on strike: Power cuts, schools shut, no Eiffel Tower 


A protester passes by flares during a demonstration in Lyon, 
2019. 


central France, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 


Associated Press 


By ANGELA CHARLTON 
ELAINE GANLEY 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — French union 
activists cut electricity to 
nearly 100,000 homes or 
offices. Eiffel Tower staff 
walked off the job. Even 
Paris opera workers joined 
in Tuesday's nationwide 
protests across France, 
singing an aria of anger as 
workers rallied against the 
government’s plan to raise 
the retirement age to 64. 
Despite 13 days of crippling 
train and subway strikes, 
French President Emmanu¬ 
el Macron and his govern¬ 
ment stayed firm. The prime 
minister declared his "total" 
determination to reshape a 
pension system that unions 
celebrate as a model for 
the rest of the world but 
that he calls unfair and des¬ 
tined to collapse into debt. 
Lighting red flares and 
marching beneath a blan¬ 
ket of multi-colored union 
flags, thousands of work¬ 
ers snaked through French 
cities from Brittany on the 
Atlantic to the Pyrenees in 
the south. Hospital work¬ 
ers in scrubs. Air France 
staff in uniforms, lawyers 
wearing long black robes 


— people from across the 
French workforce joined in 
the strikes and protests in 
higher numbers than the 
last cross-sector walkout 
last week. The retirement 
reform that has brought 
them together is just one of 
their many gripes against 
Macron, a business-friendly 
centrist they fear is disman¬ 


tling France's costly but oft- 
envied welfare state. 
Workers from the hard-left 
CGT union on Tuesday car¬ 
ried out what they called 
"targeted" blackouts on 
electricity networks around 
Lyon and Bordeaux to call 
attention to their grievanc¬ 
es, and their power. 

Several European coun¬ 


tries have raised the retire¬ 
ment age or cut pensions 
in recent years to keep 


up with lengthening life 
expectancy and slowing 
economic growth. Macron 
argues that France needs 
to do the same. Tourists 
canceled plans and Paris 
commuters took hours to 
get to work Tuesday, as 
train drivers kept up their 
strike against changes to 
a system that allows them 
and other workers under 
special pension regimes to 
retire as early as their 50s. 
"Monument Closed" read 
a sign on the glass wall cir¬ 
cling the base of the Eiffel 
Tower, which was shut for 
the second time since the 
strike, one of the most pro¬ 
tracted France has seen in 
years, started Dec. 5. 

"It's very frustrating for us, 
unfortunately," South Afri¬ 
can tourist Victor Hellberg 
said, gazing up at the 19th 
century landmark. "We had 
decided to be here for one 
day and that's life I sup¬ 
pose." □ 
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Leaders of Russia, Turkey 
discuss fighting in Libya 



In this Aug. 14, 2017 file photo, rebel Libyan commander 
Khalifa Hitter, meets with Russian Foreign Minister Sergei 
Lavrov in Moscow, Russia. 

Associated Press 

a weak U.N.-supported 
government led by Prime 
Minister Fayez Sarraj and 
a rival administration in 
the east led by the self- 
styled Libyan National 
Army chief, Gen. Khalifa 
Hitter. 

Hitter on Thursday de¬ 
clared a final push to take 
Tripoli from Sarraj's govern¬ 
ment, unleashing heavy 
clashes on the southern 
edges of the city. 

Russia has maintained 
contacts with both con¬ 
flicting parties in Libya, but 
the government in Trip¬ 
oli has recently charged 
that Russian military con¬ 
tractors were fighting 
alongside Hitter — which 
Moscow has denied. □ 


Associated Press 
MOSCOW (AP) — The 

leaders of Russia and Tur¬ 
key discussed the fighting 
in Libya in a phone call 
Tuesday, the Kremlin said. 
It said in a statement that 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin and Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
voiced their readiness to 
help establish contacts 
between the warring par¬ 
ties and expressed sup¬ 
port for mediation efforts 
by the United Nations and 
Germany. Libya plunged 
into turmoil after the 2011 
civil war that ousted and 
killed long-time dicta¬ 
tor Moammar Gadhafi. 
The country has been 
split into two parts, with 
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UK employment rises to record high but vacancies drop 



Mark Carney, Governor of the Bank of England speaks at a 
Bank of England Financial Stability Report Press Conference, in 
London, Monday, Dec. 16, 2019. 


By PAN PYLAS 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — The pro¬ 
portion of people in work 
in Britain has risen to an all- 
time high, though a sharp 
fall in the number of va¬ 
cancies suggests that em¬ 
ployers remained cautious 
about hiring in the run-up 
to last week's general elec¬ 
tion, official figures showed 
Tuesday. 

The Office for National 
Statistics said the number 
of people in work rose by 
24,000 to 32.8 million in the 
the three months to Octo¬ 
ber, pushing the employ¬ 
ment rate to the new all- 
time high of 76.2%. Mean¬ 
while, unemployment fell 
to 3.8%, its joint-lowest level 
since 1975. 

Though the jobs figures 
have remained solid over 
the past few years of Brexit 


uncertainty, there are con¬ 
cerns about the coming 
months. 

That was highlighted by 
Tuesday's figures on job 
vacancies, which fell for 
the tenth month running, 
this time by 20,000 from the 
previous three-month pe¬ 
riod to below 800,000. 
Though much of the uncer¬ 
tainty surrounding Britain's 
departure from the Euro¬ 
pean Union has diminished 
following the overwhelm¬ 
ing election victory for 
Prime Minister Boris John¬ 
son's Conservatives, there 
are still worries about the 
future relationship between 
Britain and the EU and that 
could hobble the economy 
in 2020. 

Johnson now has a major¬ 
ity to easily get his Brexit 
withdrawal bill through the 
House of Commons in time 


for Britain to leave the EU by 
the scheduled departure 
date of the end of January. 
After that, Britain is set to re¬ 
main in the tariff-free single 
market and customs union 
until the end of 2020. 
Reports on Tuesday indi¬ 
cated that Johnson wants 
to create a law to ensure 


Associated Press 

that deadline cannot be 
extended. That has raised 
concerns in financial mar¬ 
kets that Britain could face 
another cliff-edge mo¬ 
ment in just over a year. If 
no trade deal is agreed on, 
Britain and the EU would 
in that situation have to 
slap tariffs on each others' 


goods and impose a series 
of other barriers to trade. 
The pound was down 1% 
at $1.3195 following those 
reports. 

"With Brexit uncertainty al¬ 
ready making a comeback 
and investment set to re¬ 
main low in 2020, hiring ap¬ 
petite is unlikely to improve 
significantly any time soon," 
said James Smith, devel¬ 
oped markets economist 
at ING. 

However Brexit plays out, 
the Bank of England is 
widely expected to keep 
its main interest rate, the 
bank rate, on hold at 0.75% 
on Thursday. Though the 
economy has slowed over 
the past year, growing by a 
near seven-year low of 0.7% 
in the year to October, the 
jobs figures remain strong 
and near-term Brexit uncer¬ 
tainty has diminishedO 


UN urges ‘reboot’ of refugee response as millions uprooted 


Associated Press 
BERLIN (AP) — The United 
Nations urged govern¬ 
ments, businesses and oth¬ 
ers on Tuesday to “reboot” 
the world’s response to 
refugees as the number of 
people fleeing their homes 
rises along with hostility to 
migrants. 

The first Global Refugee 
Forum, being hosted in Ge¬ 
neva by the U.N. and Swit¬ 
zerland on Tuesday and 
Wednesday, is meant to 
draw pledges to pave the 
way for a fairer and more 
coordinated approach 


to hosting and integrating 
millions of refugees world¬ 
wide. 

But it also underscored in¬ 
ternational tensions, with 
Turkey’s president com¬ 
plaining of a lack of sup¬ 
port for his country’s plans 
to resettle up to a million 
Syrian refugees in Turkey to 
Turkish-controlled regions 
of northern Syria. Pakistan's 
prime minister, Imran Khan, 
used his appearance to 
criticize neighbor and 
archrival India. “Our world 
is in turmoil and 25 million 
refugees are looking to us 


for solutions," Filippo Gran- 
di, the U.N. High Commis¬ 
sioner for Refugees, told 
the event. He noted that 
the number is far higher if 
people displaced within 
their own countries are 
added in. He called for a 
“broad alliance” of gov¬ 
ernments, business, devel¬ 
opment institutions, the aid 
community, sports orga¬ 
nizations and others. Busi¬ 
ness executives and the 
head of the International 
Olympic Committee were 
among those attending 
the forum. □ 



Swiss Foreign Minister Ignazio Cassis delivers a statement 
during the UNHCR - Global Refugee Forum at the European 
headquarters of the United Nations in Geneva, Switzerland, 
Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2019. 

Associated Press 
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Pakistan sentences former dictator to death in treason case 



In this April 20, 2013, file photo, Pakistan's former President and 
arrives at an anti-terrorism court in Islamabad, Pakistan. 


By MUNIR AHMED 
Associated Press 
ISLAMABAD (AP) — A Paki¬ 
stani court on Tuesday 
sentenced the country's 
former military ruler Gen. 
Pervez Musharraf to death 
in a treason case related 
to the state of emergency 
he imposed in 2007 while in 
power, officials said. 

It's the first time in Pakistan's 
history that a former army 
chief and ruler of the coun¬ 
try has been sentenced to 
death. Musharraf, who was 
sentenced in absentia, has 
been out of the country 
since 2016, when he was 
allowed to leave on bail 
to seek medical treatment 
abroad. 

He has been living in Dubai, 
the United Arab Emirates, 
and is said to be very ill and 
unlikely to travel home to 
face the sentence. Paki¬ 
stan and the UAE have no 
extradition treaty and Emir- 
ati authorities are unlikely to 
arrest Musharraf. If he were 
to return, however, Mush¬ 
arraf would have the right 
to challenge his conviction 
and sentence in court. 

The ruling Tuesday by a 
three-judge panel was not 
unanimous and one of the 
judges had opposed the 
death sentence, accord¬ 
ing to Akhtar Shah, one of 
Musharraf's lawyers. Shah 


said he would appeal the 
sentence. 

"Musharraf today sent me 
a message, saying he is 
ready to come to Pakistan 
but his doctors are not al¬ 
lowing him to travel," the 
lawyer told The Associated 
Press following the ruling. 
He added that Musharraf 
offered to give a statement 
to the court through a vid¬ 
eo link but the request was 
denied. 

A senior Supreme Court 
lawyer, Hamid Ali Khan, 
hailed the verdict as long 


overdue. "For the first time 
in the history of Pakistan ... 
a military dictator has been 
punished by a court of law," 
he said. 

After the sentence was 
announced, Pakistan's In¬ 
formation Minister Firdous 
Ashiq Awan told reporters 
that Prime Minister Imran 
Khan's government would 
"review in detail" the verdict 
before commenting on it. 
Khan, who enjoys good ties 
with the country's powerful 
military, is expected to re¬ 
turn home from Geneva on 


military ruler Pervez Musharraf 

Associated Press 

Wednesday. 

Pakistan's military de¬ 
nounced the death sen¬ 
tence, saying it was "re¬ 
ceived with lot of pain and 
anguish" by the military. The 
statement said in English 
that Musharraf, "who has 
served the country for over 
40 years, fought wars for 
the defense of the country 
can surely never be a trai¬ 
tor." 

The military said "due le¬ 
gal process seems to have 
been ignored," highlight¬ 
ing that Musharraf was not 


allowed to present a de¬ 
fense. 

In an infamous purge in 
2007, Musharraf imposed 
a state of emergency and 
placed several key judges 
under house arrest in the 
capital, Islamabad, and 
elsewhere in Pakistan. He 
came to power after oust¬ 
ing former Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif in a 1999 
bloodless coup. 

Later, when he was back in 
office, Sharif first accused 
Musharraf of treason in 
2013. The general was for¬ 
mally charged in 2014. 
Musharraf was hospitalized 
again last week in Dubai 
but the state of his health 
or a specific reason for 
this hospitalization has not 
been announced. Earlier, 
in a video message he re¬ 
leased two weeks ago, 
Musharraf said he was 
ready to record his state¬ 
ment about the treason 
case for the court but that 
he was unable to travel to 
Pakistan. 

In the video, looking visibly 
unwell, Musharraf claimed 
the treason charges were 
baseless and said he served 
his country for 10 years. 

"I have fought for my coun¬ 
try," he says in the video. 
"This is a case in which I 
have not been heard and 
I have been victimized." □ 


Airstrikes, shelling kill 16 in Syria’s rebel-held areas 



This photo released by the opposition Syrian Civil Defense res¬ 
cue group, shows Civil Defense workers searching in a house 
where six members of the same family were killed in shelling 
of the village of Bdama, in Idlib province, Syria, Tuesday, Dec. 
17,2019. 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — Airstrikes 
and artillery shelling killed 
at least 16 civilians — in¬ 
cluding six members of the 
same family — amid in¬ 
tensified violence in rebel- 
held areas of northwestern 
Syria, opposition activists 
said Tuesday. 

The bombardments hit 
three villages in Idlib prov¬ 
ince, Syria’s last major reb¬ 
el stronghold. 

Increased strikes target¬ 
ing Idlib province in re¬ 
cent weeks seem to indi¬ 
cate that Syrian President 
Bashar Assad’s forces are 
preparing for a ground of¬ 
fensive. 

The objective appears to 
be reopening the main 
highway linking the capi¬ 
tal, Damascus, with the 
northern city of Aleppo, 


Syria's largest. Before the 
war began in 2011, Alep¬ 
po was the country's com¬ 
mercial center. 

Idlib province is dominat¬ 
ed by al-Qaida linked mili¬ 


tants. 

The six family members 
killed Tuesday were hit by 
shelling in the village of 
Bdama, while four civilians 
died in an airstrike in the 


village of Maasaran, both 
in Idlib province. That's ac¬ 
cording to an Idlib-based 
activist, Hadi Abdullah, as 
well as the Britain-based 
Syrian Observatory for Hu¬ 
man Rights. 

The shelling in Bdama killed 
the wife and three daugh¬ 
ters of a relief worker with 
the opposition paramedic 
group Syrian Civil Defense, 
also known as the White 
Helmets. 

Anwar Hamidi learned of 
their deaths after arriving 
with a relief team to his 
home, the sit of the bom¬ 
bardment, according to 
the White Helmets’ state¬ 
ment. Hamidi's sister-in-law 
and the wife of his cousin 
were also killed in the shell¬ 
ing, the group said. 

A video released by the 
paramedic group showed 


some of its members re¬ 
moving the bodies from 
inside the apartment and 
placing them in an am¬ 
bulance as a man and a 
young boy sat weeping. 
The Observatory said six 
other civilians were killed 
in an airstrike on the vil¬ 
lage of Talmanas. The Step 
news agency, an activ¬ 
ist collective, said eight 
people were killed in the 
village. Different casualty 
figures are common in the 
immediate aftermath of 
attacks. 

In August, after weeks of 
intense fighting, Syrian 
troops captured the town 
of Khan Sheikhoun in Idlib 
province. 

Just north of Khan Sheik¬ 
houn is another major town 
that's still in rebel hands, 
Maaret al-Numan. □ 
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Protests of India's citizenship law grow, along with clashes 



Policemen fire teargas shells during a protest against a new citizenship law at the Seelampur area 
of New Delhi, India, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By EMILY SCHMALL 
SHEIKH SAALIQ 
Associated Press 
NEW DELHI (AP) — Protests 
spread Tuesday across In¬ 
dia against a new law that 
provides a path to citizen¬ 
ship for non-Muslims enter¬ 
ing illegally from several 
neighboring countries, with 
angry demonstrators clash¬ 
ing with police. 

Police fired tear gas in the 
Seelampur area of New 
Delhi to push back demon¬ 
strators who burned a po¬ 
lice booth and two motor¬ 
bikes after throwing stones 
and swarming barricades. 
Roads leading to the Mus- 
lim-majority neighborhood 
were littered with stones, 
tear gas canisters and bro¬ 
ken glass. 

"We are protesting against 
the new citizenship law. 
They are saying if you don't 
have any proof (of citizen¬ 
ship) ... they will send us out 
of India," said 15-year-old 
Mohammad Shehzad. 
Protests also were reported 
in the states of West Ben¬ 
gal, Kerala, Karnataka and 
elsewhere of the law, which 
was passed in Parliament 
last week. On Sunday, a 
march by students at New 
Delhi's Jamia Millia Islamia 
University descended into 
chaos when demonstrators 
set three buses ablaze. Po¬ 
lice responded with rubber 
bullets and tear gas. Video 
showed officers chasing 
unarmed protesters and 
beating them with sticks. 
Hanjala Mojibi, an English 
major at the predominant¬ 
ly Muslim school, said that 
when he and others saw 
police enter the campus, 
they walked toward them 
with their hands up to indi¬ 


cate the protest was non¬ 
violent. 

"The police made all 15 
of us kneel and started 
beating us. They used lots 
of abusive words. One of 
them removed my prescrip¬ 
tion glasses, threw (them) 
on the ground, broke them 
and told me to look down," 
Mojibi said through tears at 
a news conference. 

Also on Sunday, police 
stormed Aligarh Muslim Uni¬ 
versity in the north Indian 
state of Uttar Pradesh, firing 
tear gas and injuring five 
people participating in a 
student-led demonstration, 
university spokesman Ra- 
hat Abrar said. 

Shahid Hussain, a 25-year- 
old history major, said po¬ 
lice broke windows in his 
dormitory and lobbed a 
tear gas canister inside. Af¬ 
ter fleeing the building to 
escape the fumes, police 


pushed him against a tree 
and beat him with sticks, he 
said. 

Police spokesman Sunil 
Bainsla denied the ac¬ 
count, calling allegations 
of police brutality "lies." 

The police response to the 
protests has drawn wide¬ 
spread condemnation. It 
also has sparked a broader 
movement against the Citi¬ 
zenship Amendment Act, 
with demonstrations erupt¬ 
ing across the country. 

The new law applies to Hin¬ 
dus, Christians and other 
religious minorities who are 
in India illegally but can 
demonstrate religious per¬ 
secution in Muslim-majority 
Bangladesh, Pakistan and 
Afghanistan. It does not 
apply to Muslims. 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi's ruling Hindu nation¬ 
alist Bharatiya Janata Party 
has described the law as a 


humanitarian gesture. 

While it was being debated 
in Parliament, Home Min¬ 
ister Amit Shah said it was 
"not even .001% against mi¬ 
norities. It is against infiltra¬ 
tors." Modi told an election 
rally in eastern Jharkhand 
state that no Indian citizen 
would be affected by the 
law. Speaking about Sun¬ 
day’s protests, he accused 
the opposition Congress 
party of using students for 
political purposes. 

"The decisions made by 
the government should be 
discussed and any voice 
should be raised in a dem¬ 
ocratic manner. This gov¬ 
ernment understands your 
concerns but some people 
use your shoulder for firing a 
gun," he said. "I dare Con¬ 
gress, its friends, to publicly 
declare they are prepared 
to accord Indian citizen¬ 
ship to all Pakistanis." 


Congress party chief Sonia 
Gandhi met President Ram 
Nath Kovind as the head of 
an opposition delegation 
and asked that the citizen¬ 
ship law be withdrawn. 
Talking to reporters, Gandhi 
said she fears "the situation 
may spread further." 

"I think you all have seen 
that the Modi government 
seems to have no com¬ 
passion when it comes to 
shutting down people's 
voices and implementing 
legislation," she said. Crit¬ 
ics of the government say 
the law is intended to help 
the ruling party transform 
a multicultural and secular 
India into a Hindu "rastra," 
or distinctly Hindu state and 
further marginalize India's 
200 million Muslims, one of 
the largest Muslim popula¬ 
tions of any country in the 
world." 

India is 80% Hindu and 14% 
Muslim, which means it has 
one of the largest Muslim 
populations of any country 
in the world. 

Police spokesman M.S. 
Randhawa said 10 people 
were arrested at Sunday's 
protest at Jamia Millia Isla¬ 
mia University from nearby 
Jamia Nagar, a Muslim 
neighborhood. 

"We found out that the ar¬ 
rested men had instigated 
the crowds and were also 
responsible for vandalizing 
public property," Randha¬ 
wa said. 

Students said police lobbed 
tear gas inside the campus, 
broke down the doors of 
the library and yanked stu¬ 
dents out to assault them. 
Dozens of students were 
treated at hospitals. 

Police said they acted with 
restraint. □ 
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Brazil's role questioned after UN global warming meeting 



In this photo taken on Saturday Dec. 7, 2019, Brazilian environment Ricardo Salles stands outside 
the Brazil delegation room at the COP25 U.N. climate talks in Madrid, Spain. 

Associated Press 


By MAURICIO SAVARESE 
Associated Press 
SAO PAULO (AP) — With the 
failure of the U.N. climate 
conference to produce an 
agreement, some Brazilians 
who participated in previ¬ 
ous climate meetings say 
their country is now part 
of the problem in efforts to 
forge an international ap¬ 
proach to global warming. 
Others, taking a cue from 
Brazil's Environment Minister 
Ricardo Salles, are blaming 
the world's wealthy nations. 
Salles demanded money 
from industrialized countries 
to help with protecting the 
Amazon, accused those 
countries of being hypo¬ 
critical about addressing 
climate change. 

Salles also took a jab at en¬ 
vironmentalists who wring 
their hands over what they 
consider damage caused 
by beef consumption. He 
tweeted a photo of his 
enormous beef meal "to 
offset carbon emissions" at 
the Madrid conference. 
Activists questioned what 
Brazil's role will be in climate 
conferences, noting that 
the two-week conference 
held in Madrid originally 
was supposed to be put on 
by Brazil, before Jair Bolson- 
aro took office as president 
last Jan. 1. His government 
declined to do so, citing 


fiscal constraints. Where 
previous Brazilian admin¬ 
istrations sought to join in 
multinational approaches 
to dealing with problems, 
Bolsonaro takes a more 
Brazil-centered view along 
with a combative, far-right 
political approach. 

He has questioned whether 
activists were behind some 
of the fires that raged in the 
Amazon region this year 
and accuses nonprofit 
groups of working on be¬ 
half of international powers 


to hinder Brazil's develop¬ 
ment. He has presented no 
evidence for either claim. 
Rubens Ricupero, a former 
Brazilian environment min¬ 
ister and head of the U.N. 
trade and development 
organization, said the gov¬ 
ernment's approach in Ma¬ 
drid "had no pragmatism at 
all" and could hurt Brazil's 
trade and efforts to attract 
investment. He said he at¬ 
tended the U.N.'s historic 
1992 meeting in Rio de Ja¬ 
neiro, where global warm¬ 


ing discussions started gain¬ 
ing traction. 

"Brazil's administration has 
moderated on a few top¬ 
ics, such as bringing Chi¬ 
nese investment in, which 
they refused until not long 
ago. But there has been 
no moderation in environ¬ 
mental discussions, (or) in 
anything that has a relation 
with human rights," Ricupe¬ 
ro said. 

Claudio Angelo, commu¬ 
nications coordinator for 
the nonprofit group Ob- 


servatorio do Clima, said 
the Brazilian delegation left 
journalists and activists in 
the dark about its positions 
during the negotiations in 
Madrid. "Diplomats and 
nonprofits often have dis¬ 
agreements, but that nev¬ 
er stopped conversations 
during meetings, some of 
them very frank. But that 
didn't happen this time," 
Angelo said. Two Brazilian 
diplomats who took part 
in the climate conference 
did not respond to a re¬ 
quest for comment on their 
handling of negotiations. 
Salles said rich countries 
were the cause of the fail¬ 
ure to reach agreement in 
Madrid. 'They want mea¬ 
sures and point their fingers 
at the rest of the world, but 
when they have to put their 
hands into their pockets 
they don't want to," he said 
on Twitter. 

Conservative pundit Ro¬ 
drigo Constantino agreed 
with Salles' assessment. 
"They are trying to kick the 
ladder out from under de¬ 
veloping countries. One 
thing is for a rich country to 
talk about much more ex¬ 
pensive alternative energy. 
Another is for developing 
countries like Brazil to re¬ 
place their energy sources," 
Constantino said on Jovem 
Pan radio. a 


Independent women’s groups say 2019 year of progress in Cuba 



In this Dec. 9, 2019 photo, a billboard reads in Spanish "Evolve. 
Campaign against violence against women. 

Associated Press 


By ANDREA RODRIGUEZ 
Associated Press 
HAVANA (AP) — For 60 

years, Cuba's communist 
government has monopo¬ 
lized virtually every aspect 
of life on the island, includ¬ 
ing dozens of state-con¬ 
trolled organizations that 
serve as official advocates 
for groups ranging from 
LGBT people to animal lov- 
ers.This year, one aspect of 
that state monopoly has 
begun to loosen, with the 
growth of tiny but active 
independent civil society 
groups pressuring the gov¬ 
ernment for better protec¬ 
tions. 

As 2019 comes to a close, 
one of the most important 
of those new civil society 
causes is women's rights. 
Women loosely organizing 
over Cuba's year-old mo¬ 


bile internet have pushed 
the government for new 
protections against do¬ 
mestic abuse, and are 
publishing statistics on 
gender-motivated killings 


for the first time. An online 
campaign brought inter¬ 
national attention to the 
cases of Cuban women 
claiming assault and ha¬ 
rassment by partners and 


co-workers. For example, a 
singer known as the God¬ 
dess of Cuba said she suf¬ 
fered long-term abuse at 
the hands of a partner and 
fellow performer. 

They are small advances 
compared to the high-pro¬ 
file women's rights move¬ 
ments in other Latin Ameri¬ 
can countries. But Cuban 
women say any indepen¬ 
dent action is important 
in a country that has long 
claimed that its socialist 
revolution eliminated most 
institutionalized prejudice 
and other social problems. 
After the victory of Fidel 
Castro's rebel army in 1959, 
Cuba made abortion free 
and legal, granted a year 
of paid maternity leave, 
created free universal 
childcare and mandated 
equal pay for all. 


Independent women's 
activists say women re¬ 
main underrepresented in 
high-ranking jobs and suf¬ 
fer street harassment and 
domestic abuse without 
sufficient public resources 
dedicated to the problem. 
"In the first years of the 
revolution, Cuba passed 
laws that favored women, 
but left untouched many 
things that persist as part 
of the patriarchal culture," 
said activist Marta Maria 
Ramirez. "They're achieve¬ 
ments that we have to 
update." Ramirez and hun¬ 
dreds of other women sent 
a petition demanding a 
law against gender vio¬ 
lence to the National As¬ 
sembly last month. It bore 
the signatures of 700 peo¬ 
ple, including singer/song¬ 
writer Haydee Milanes. □ 
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Experience Aruba's Goalkeepers Youth Fest: 
Prepare for a New Year with Defined Goals 


SAN NICOLAS — The Aru¬ 
ban “youth” group, (of 
whom we identify between 
ages 15 to 30), is cordially 
invited to come and ex¬ 
perience the Goalkeepers 
Youth Fest event, organized 
by Global Shapers Oranjes- 
tad and UNESCO Aruba, to 
be hosted on Friday, De¬ 
cember 20th, 2019, from 
1:00pm to 5:00pm, in San 
Nicolas. The event is free, 
however registration is re¬ 
quired for attendance. 

The main purpose of Goal¬ 
keepers Youth Fest is to 
help bring awareness to 
the youth of Aruba with 
regards to the United Na¬ 
tions’ 17 Sustainable De¬ 


velopment Goals, of which 
have the collective goal 
to build a better and more 
sustainable future for all 
around the globe. 

There will be various break¬ 
out sessions during Goal¬ 
keepers Youth Fest, where 
certain organizations and 
individuals from the Aruban 
Community will be sharing 
their own experiences rel¬ 
evant to the specific topic 
at hand. The three main 
topics are: “Climate & En¬ 
vironment”, “Education & 
Employment”, and, “Equity 
& Inclusion.” Notable is that 
there will be diverse exclu¬ 
sive and special presen¬ 
tations to ensure that the 


event is both informative 
and a fun experience for 
event goers. 

The Goalkeepers Youth Fest 
is set to start at 1:00pm, and 
end at 5:00pm, of which 
both opening and closing 
will take place at The Mov¬ 
ies @ Principal (located at 
Bernard van de Veen Zep- 
penfeldstraat 20). 

There will be dynamic pre¬ 
sentations throughout the 
event's set time frame hap¬ 
pening on-location at Co- 
secha San Nicolas, located 
across the street from Prin¬ 
cipal and Biblioteca Nacio- 
nal Aruba - San Nicolas, lo¬ 
cated next to Principal. 



For more information visit lowing Facebook Pages: 
the Goalkeepers Youth Fest Global Shapers Oranjestad 
Facebook event, which and UNESCO Aruba. □ 
can be found via the fol- 


Three titles of ambassadors of Aruba for loyal visitors 


EAGLE BEACH — Recently, 
Kimberley Richardson of 
the Aruba Tourism Author¬ 
ity had the great pleasure 
to honor Aruba's loyal and 
friendly visitors as Distin¬ 
guished Visitors, Goodwill 
Ambassadors, and Emer¬ 
ald Ambassadors of Aru¬ 
ba. The Distinguished visi¬ 
tor certificate is presented 
on behalf of the Minister of 
Tourism, as a token of ap¬ 
preciation to the guests 
who visit Aruba 10 years 
and more consecutively. 
The Goodwill Ambassador 
certificate is presented to 
guests who visit Aruba 20 
years and more consecu¬ 
tively. The Emerald Am¬ 
bassador certificate is pre¬ 
sented to guests who visit 
Aruba 35 years and more 
consecutively. 

The honorees were Lou¬ 
ise Cazazian as a Distin¬ 
guished Visitor, Jason & 
Diane Anderson as Good¬ 
will Ambassadors, and En¬ 
ver & Linda Odar together 
with Charles Weinberger 
& Lorraine Gutowics as 
Emerald Ambassadors of 
Aruba. The Emerald Am¬ 
bassador certificate is the 


highest certificate that we 
present, and is given to vis¬ 
itors who have been visit¬ 
ing Aruba 35 years or more 
consecutively. It is incred¬ 
ibly beautiful to see that 
Aruba has so many loyal 
visitors, and we hope to 
see them for many more 
years to come. 

These wonderful people 
stated that they love the 
island very much, espe¬ 
cially for its year-round 
sunny weather, nice sandy 
beaches and picturesque 
sunsets, delicious variety 
of foods, its safety and 
Aruba's warm and friendly 
people who became like 
family to them. These hon¬ 
orees not only fell in-love 
with the island, but also 
brought family, grandchil¬ 
dren, friends, and neigh¬ 
bors to Aruba. 

Richardson together with 
the representatives of the 
Aruba Beach Club pre¬ 
sented the certificates to 
the honorees, handed 
over some presents and 
also thanked them for 
choosing Aruba as their 
favorite vacation destina¬ 
tion and as their home- 
away-from-home.Q 
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Soldiers in the spotlight during Marine Corps birthday 



SAVANETA — Marines’ 
Adjutant Arthur van Hof- 
wegen has received the 
gold medal for 36 years of 
loyal service from the com¬ 
mander of naval barracks 
Savaneta, Lieutenant Colo¬ 
nel Van Beekhuizen. This 
happened on December 


10th during the special cer¬ 
emony to commemorate 
the 354th birthday of the 
Marine Corps in the sports 
hall of the barracks. 

In the presence of the Na¬ 
val Commander in the Ca¬ 
ribbean, Brigadier General 



of the Marines Peter Jan de 
Vin, colleagues of the Roy¬ 
al Netherlands Navy and 
the Marine Corps (active 
and in field service), three 
highlights from the career 
of Adjutant van Hofwegen 
were considered: the good 
memories of 19 years with 
the infantry, seven months 
with Cambodia in the sec¬ 
ond half of 1992 and the 
previous placement of five 
years with NLMARFOR. 
During this ceremony vari¬ 


ous colleagues from the 
Marine Corps, the Aruban 
Militia and local staff were 
recognized for the good 
work they have done over 
the past period. In addi¬ 
tion, Lieutenant Colonel 
Van Beekhuizen is deco¬ 
rated with the Jeneverkruis, 
officially the “Dutch Distin¬ 
guishing Sign for Long-Term 
Service as Officer”. The 
Jeneverkruis is an award for 
soldiers and reserve person¬ 
nel that has been an officer 


for 15 years. Officers who 
already have the badge 
of honor can change the 
number every five years. 
The commander has re¬ 
ceived the number 25. 

After the sound of the 
drums and pipers of the 
Marine Corps within CZM- 
CARIB, the ceremony was 
closed with the cutting of 
the birthday cake in honor 
of the 354th birthday of the 
Marine Corps. Q 


Paseo mural art 
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Happy Hanukkah 


Monday, December 23tli 


ith 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm Pas 

Guest singer: Luis Cattan from the USA 
and local musicians. Songs, rikudim 
and hanukkah donuts 


Paseo Herencia 


Sponsored by 
Hilton 


Organized by Beth Israel Aruba 



PALM BEACH — Paseo Her¬ 
encia cordially invites you 
to see the magnificent mu¬ 
ral art "UBUNTU Garden" 
created by students of 
Prinses Amalia School. 

Last Saturday Paseo Her¬ 
encia was honored and in¬ 
spired by the amazing mu¬ 
ral art designer Joyceline 
Abbath and her students 
from Prinses Amalia prima¬ 
ry school. They created a 
mural artwork and gave it 
the theme of Flora & Fauna 
where they incorporated 
the Paseo's shell icon from 
its logo in the center of the 
design. The group named 


the mural "UBUNTU Gar¬ 
den" which stands for "I am 
because we are", because 
together greatness comes 
along. 

The students who took part 
of this project are: Jean- 
dwin v/d Biezen, Tamara 
Govaard, Gabriella Odor, 
Anakena Rodrigues, Re¬ 
becca St. Fleur and Kristy 
Quandt. At the end they 
celebrated their great ef¬ 
forts at TGI Fridays with a 
delicious lunch. Come and 
see the beautiful mural art 
on the wall next to the ele¬ 
vator on the 2nd floor in the 
parking garage of Paseo 
Herencia. □ 















































WDM 


1200000 

rJ I I rM^V \ 









POINT GIVEAWAY 


NOVEMBER 29 - DECEMBER 22, 2019 


100.000 POINTS AWARDED 

Every Friday, Saturday arid Sunday 

Ten daily winners of 10,000 points! 

Earn 100 base slot points or 8 table credits 
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-WIN A SHARE OF UP TO- 



Every Wednesday | l Oam to Midnight 

Earn 25 points and swipe at any kiosk lo plqy h Win $20 to 
$100 in free Slot Play. Play up to five times each Wednesday 


THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 



and swipe up to Five times daily at any kiosk. 

See P/ayeiy Gfob for deiorfc 


Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Loyal visitors at Paradise Beach Villas 

EAGLE BEACH — Recently, Kimberley Rich¬ 
ardson of the Aruba Tourism Authority had 
the great pleasure to honor Aruba’s loyal 
and friendly visitors as Distinguished Visi¬ 
tors and Goodwill Ambassadors of Aruba. 

The Distinguished visitor certificate is pre¬ 
sented on behalf of the Minister of Tourism, 
as a token of appreciation to the guests 
who visit Aruba 10 years and more con¬ 
secutively. The Goodwill Ambassador cer¬ 
tificate is presented to guests who visit Aru¬ 
ba 20 years and more consecutively. 

The honorees were Brian Densmore and 
Joseph Truhon. Later that week Joyce Mor¬ 
gan and family Hassel also got honored as 
loyal visitors of Aruba. 

These honorees stated that they love the 
island very much, especially for its-year- 
round sunny weather, nice sandy beaches 
and picturesque sunsets, delicious variety 
of foods, and Aruba’s warm and friendly 
people. 

Richardson together with the representa¬ 
tives of the Paradise Beach Villas present¬ 
ed the certificates to the honorees, hand¬ 
ed over some presents and also thanked 
them for choosing Aruba as their favorite 
vacation destination and as their home- 
away-from-home. □ 
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Urgent Care Aruba (Noord Medical Center) 


NOORD — Established in 2014, Urgent Care 
Aruba provides assistance to locals and 
tourists. Conveniently located at the Noord 
Medical Center, at Noord #63 Urgent Care 
Aruba (UCA) is designed to accommo¬ 
date your busy schedule. At the end of a 
workday, on weekends, and even on the 
holidays, when you need medical assis¬ 
tance for non-life threatening illnesses or 
injuries without an appointment, you need 
it to be quick, reliable, and efficient. The 
center has extended hours and is open 
365 days a year. Most importantly, each 
UCA team member strives to deliver the 
quality medical care with a personalized 
attention. It is Urgent Care's goal of getting 
you in and out within the hour. 

1. What are the most common emer¬ 
gency issues affecting visitors to Aruba? 

Patients who visit Urgent Care Aruba (UCA), 
present the common illness that are pres¬ 
ent in touristic destinations. Among these 
are upper respiratory tract infection (ear, 
nose, and throat infections), urinary tract 
infections, gastroenteritis, and skin lacera¬ 



tions that require sutures, among others. 

2. What are the best ways to avoid 
these issues? 

Most of these issues may be prevented by 
frequent sanitizing of the hands. On the 
other hand, to avoid urinary tract infec¬ 
tions, it is recommended to drink plenty 
of water and urinate frequently. Frequent 
hydration is very important when patients 


are exposed to sun for long 
hours at high temperature. 

3. Are there any spe¬ 
cific brands of product/ 
at home treatments you 
would recommend for par¬ 
ticular use? 

No. We don’t recommend 
specific brands. But we do 
recommend reapplying 
sunscreen with Sun Protec¬ 
tion Factor (SPF) 50 + every 
two hours in the face and 
body, this will avoid severe 
sun burns and prevent skin 
damage. It is convenient 
to apply in the face a spe¬ 
cific SPF designed for facial 
use, and in the body a SPF 
designed for corporal use. 
To prevent heat rash, we 
do recommend any after 
sun hydrating lotions, our 
skin the biggest organ in 
our body, and we have 
to take care of it hydrat¬ 
ing and protecting our skin 
with after sun lotions. 


4. What services does 
Urgent Care Aruba/ Noord 
Medical Center Offer? 

Urgent Care Aruba (UCA) 


l 

\ V 

m J- . u 

offers a great variety of 
quality services. We can 
treat most non-life-threat¬ 
ening injuries and illnesses, 
provide prescriptions for vis¬ 
itors who left their medica¬ 
tions at home, diving medi¬ 
cal certificate, we have a 
radiology department with 
the latest and most innova¬ 
tive x-ray and ultrasound 
equipment, and we also 
have a fully equipped on¬ 
site medical laboratory, 
with a wide range of ana¬ 
lytics including a Microbiol¬ 
ogy Department of Food 
and Water Analysis. 

5. Why should visitors 
choose Urgent care Aruba 
for their acute non-sched- 
uled medical need? 

Urgent Care Aruba (UCA) 
at the Noord Medical Cen¬ 
ter is a company com¬ 
mitted to providing qual¬ 
ity medical care. We are 
available on-call 24/7 
(+297-586-0448), and our 
priority is the patient’s well¬ 
being. Travel health insur¬ 
ance are accepted, and 
no appointments are re¬ 
quired. Our waiting times 
are short, since we do val¬ 
ue the time and health of 
our patientsO 
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beach front condominiums 


for more information contact us at + 091 } 586-2200 
Toll Free from the U.S. 1-866-978-5770 
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A weekly calendar with a selection of what’s going on in Aruba 



Wednesday 18 
12 days of Christmas 

• 12 Days of Christmas” December 11 - 22 is back by popular demand. 
Celebrate the 12 Days of Christmas by visiting Eagle Casino each of 
the 12 days to earn a chance to win holiday prizes. 

• 8-11 pm 

• Eagle Aruba Resort & Casino 

• Facebook: Eagle Aruba Resort & Casino 




Sunday 22 

Chanukah 2019 with Chabad of Aruba 

• First night of Chanukah candle lighting ceremony which will 
commence the 8-day long celebration of Chanukah - the 
Jewish holiday of lights- will feature a lighting of the 8 branched 
Menorah with Governor Boekhoudt in attendance. 

• 3pm 

• Ritz-Carlton Aruba, Beach Front 

• www.jewish aruba.com 


Thursday 19 

4th Anniversary of ‘A Touch of Aruba' 

• Experience a cultural show with a Christmas touch. A wonderful 
evening filled with Music, Dance and Art. 

• 7:30 - 9:30 PM 

• Divi Village Golf & Beach Resort 

• Facebook: Divi Village Golf & Beach Resort 

Friday 20 

Cadushi Festival 10th Edition 

• Cadushi Festival is an inspirational 
festival aimed at promoting a move 
conscious lifestyle and highlighting 
the importance of supporting local 
artists, artisans, small business owners 
and creative’s in general. Local 
vendors, food & drinks. Art, love music 
and much more. 

• 6PM-11PM 

• Ex Bushiri Hotel Cadushi Festival 

• Facebook: Cadushi Festival 

Saturday 21 
Energy Fusion show 

• Energy fusion is performed at the Divi 
Tamarijn Hotel by the Popcorn Dancers, 
one of Aruba’s best Youth Dance 
Group. During the show the performers 
will entertain you with the most popular 
Modern, Caribbean, Latin & Local 
dance rhythms on the island. The 
Popcorn Dancers & magicians Jovi & 
Tridini are determined to bring pleasure 
for your eyes, ears, heart & soul. 

• 7pm 

• Divi & Tamarijn Aruba 

• Facebook: Divi & Tamarijn Aruba 




Monday 23 

Hanukkah, the Festival of Lights 2019 

• Beth Israel cordially invites you to 
the Festival of Lights 2019 with guest 
singer from USA Luis Cattan and local 
musicians. A night filled with songs, 
rikudim and Hanukkah donuts 

• 6:00-7:30PM 

• Paseo Herencia Amphitheater 

• Facebook: Beth Israel 




Tuesday 24 

All I want for Christmas 
is steak! 

• Christmas should 
be celebrated 
in style and with 
a lot of attitude. 
Book your holiday 
event at LGS for 
an unforgettable 
experience. A 
special 4-course 
holiday menu has 
been created just 
for you. 

• From 6 PM 

• L.G. Smith's Steak 
& Chop House, 
Renaissance Mall 

• Facebook L.G. 
Smith’s Steak & 
Chop House 
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Newly acquired Arizona 
Diamondbacks pitcher 

Madison Bumgarner holds 
his new jersey after being 
introduced during a team 
availability, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 
2019, in Phoenix. 

Associated Press 

Mad-Bum says 
2nd act with 
D-Backs 
can be as 
memorable 
as first 

By DAVID BRANDT 
AP Sports Writer 
PHOENIX (AP) — The first 
act of Madison Bumgar¬ 
ner's baseball career con¬ 
sisted of 11 hugely success¬ 
ful seasons that included 
three World Series titles with 
the San Francisco Giants. 
The 30-year-old left-hand¬ 
ed pitcher believes his sec¬ 
ond act in Arizona can be 
just as memorable. 

The Diamondbacks final¬ 
ized their $85 million, five- 
year contract with the 
2014 World Series MVP on 
Tuesday, announcing the 
deal and introducing their 
newest ace at Chase Field. 
“First and foremost, winning 
is what the whole decision 
was based on,” Bumgarner 
said. 

“Being with a team, that in 
my mind, plays my brand 
of baseball. Plays the way 
I like to play.” 
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during the sc#>’rid halfdf^an NBA basketball game 
against the Dallas Mavericks Monday, Dec. 
in Milwaukee. The Mavericks won 120-116. 
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Continued on Page 22 
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TODAY: 5 - 6 pm & ID- 11 pm 

I r~ .. 


SPECIAL PRICES on Mojito 

and local beers: Balashi & Chill 





Located at De Paim Pier 
between the Hilton Resort and Rtu Hotel 


T: (+297) 586-2233 

i&fo:abugaloe.tom 


Korpisalo helps Blue 
Jackets beat Capitals 3-0 


By The Associated Press 
COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — 

Joonas Korpisalo stopped 
30 shots in his third career 
shutout, and the Colum¬ 
bus Blue Jackets beat the 
Washington Capitals 3-0 
on Monday night. 

It was just the second win in 
eight games for Columbus, 
with both coming against 
NHL leading-Washington. 
Oliver Bjorkstrand scored 
twice for the Blue Jackets, 
and Eric Robinson had the 
other goal. 

Braden Holtby stopped 
18 shots for Washing¬ 
ton, which lost for just the 
second time in its last 10 
games and suffered its first 
road defeat since Nov. 20. 
BLUES 5, AVALANCHE 2 
ST. LOUIS (AP) — David 
Perron scored three times 
in his fifth career hat trick, 
powering St. Louis to the 
victory. 

Vince Dunn and Jordan 
Kyrou also scored for the 
Blues, who remained atop 
the Central Division with 
48 points. The Avalanche 
stayed in second with 45. 
Jordan Binnington made 
26 saves in his third consec¬ 
utive victory. 

Colorado goalie Philipp 
Grubauer made his first 
appearance since he suf¬ 
fered a lower-body in¬ 
jury Dec. 7 in Boston. He 
stopped 31 shots. 

Nazem Kadri and Mikko 
Rantanen scored in the 
second period for the Ava¬ 
lanche. 

PREDATORS 5, RANGERS 2 

NEW YORK (AP) — Roman 
Josi had two goals and an 
assist, leading Nashville to 
the victory. 

Rocco Grimaldi, Mattias 
Ekholm and Ryan Ellis also 
scored to help the Preda¬ 
tors win for the third time 
in five games. Juuse Saros 


stopped 39 shots. 

Chris Kreider and Artemi 
Panarin scored for the 
Rangers, losers of three of 
their last five (2-2-1). Alex- 
andar Georgiev made 19 
saves. 

The Rangers went 0 for 4 on 
the power play, with Saros 
stopping all 11 shots during 
the man advantages. 


OILERS 2, STARS 1 

DALLAS (AP) — Leon Drai- 
saitl scored another pow¬ 
er-play goal for Edmonton, 
and Mikko Koskinen made 
34 saves. 

Edmonton has scored on 
an NHL-leading 31% of its 
power plays, including 10 
man-advantage goals in its 
past eight games.Q 


Columbus Blue Jackets goalie Joonas Korpisalo, left, of Finland, 
stops a shot by Washington Capitals forward Carl Hagelin, of 
Sweden, during the third period of an NHL hockey game in 
Columbus, Ohio, Monday, Dec. 16, 2019. The Blue Jackets won 
3-0. 

Associated Press 
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Brees sets NFL all-time TD mark as Saints crush Colts 34-7 



New Orleans Saints quarterback Drew Brees (9) scrambles to pass in the first half of an NFL football 
game against the Indianapolis Colts in New Orleans, Monday, Dec. 16, 2019. The completion was 
also Brees' 27th of the game on 28 passing attempts. 

Associated Press 


By BRETT MARTEL 
AP Sports Writer 
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Drew 
Brees trotted along the 
sideline holding his helmet 
and a Hall of Fame-bound 
ball in his left hand while us¬ 
ing his right hand to wave 
and blow kisses to an ador¬ 
ing Superdome crowd. 
Another milestone, another 
memory, for an undersized 
and once underestimated 
player who has broken just 
about every significant re¬ 
cord a quarterback can 
break — and doesn't look 
anywhere near done at 
age 40. 

Brees became the NFL's all- 
time leader in touchdown 
passes, throwing for four 
scores to lead the New Or¬ 
leans Saints to a 34-7 vic¬ 
tory over the Indianapolis 
Colts on Monday night. 

"It was special, everything 
about the night," Brees 
said. "It just kind of makes 
your whole life and career 
flash before your eyes, be¬ 
cause I never thought I'd 
have a chance to be part 
of something like this." 

The scoring strike that 
broke Peyton Manning's re¬ 
cord of 539 career touch¬ 
down passes came in the 
third quarter, when Brees 
hit tight end Josh Hill for a 
5-yard score. Brees’ next 
pass in the game was the 
541st scoring toss of his ca¬ 
reer, a 28-yarder to reserve 
QB and utility player Tay- 
som Hill that put the Saints 
up 34-0. 

"He's done that to a lot of 
defenses," Colts coach 


Frank Reich said. "When he 
gets like that. I don't know 
that anybody can stop 
him." 

Now in his 19th season, 
the 6-foot Brees — a 2001 
second-round draft choice 
— came into the game al¬ 
ready holding NFL records 
for completions with 6,792 
and yards passing with 
72,577. 

He built on those numbers 
while also setting a record 
for completion percentage 
in a game. He completed 
29 of 30 passes — 96.7% — 
for 307 yards before being 
relieved by Teddy Bridge- 
water in the fourth quar¬ 
ter. That broke the mark 
Philip Rivers had held since 


completing 28 of 29 (96.6%) 
against Arizona last season. 
"He had a hot hand, obvi¬ 
ously," Saints coach Sean 
Payton said. "Guys were 
making plays, but that's 
awfully difficult to do." 

The victory kept the Saints 
(11-3), who'd already won 
the NFC South, in the run¬ 
ning with Seattle (11-3), San 
Francisco (11-3) and Green 
Bay (11-3) for one of the 
top two seeds in the NFC 
playoffs. 

"There's a lot at stake right 
now relative to these 
games when you look at 
the top of the NFC," Payton 
said. 

"It's about winning and win¬ 
ning and winning and try¬ 


ing to give yourself the best 
chance in the postseason." 
The Colts (6-8) were elimi¬ 
nated from playoff conten¬ 
tion after losing their fourth 
straight and sixth out of 
seven. 

They were also left strug¬ 
gled to explain their lack of 
competitiveness in a game 
they needed to win. 

"I wish I knew all the an¬ 
swers," Colts linebacker 
Darius Leonard said. "I hate 
losing more than I love win¬ 
ning." 

Jacoby Brissett struggled at 
times with accuracy and 
finished 18 of 34 for 165 
yards against a Saints de¬ 
fense looking for redemp¬ 
tion after allowing 48 points 


in a loss to the 49ers a week 
earlier. 

Meanwhile, Colts defend¬ 
ers had no answer for Mi¬ 
chael Thomas, who caught 
12 passes for 128 yards, 
including a 15-yard touch¬ 
down. Thomas' eighth 
game this season with at 
least 10 catches give him 
133 for the season, which 
is also the fourth-highest 
single-season total in NFL 
history. 

With four more catches, 
Thomas will pass Antonio 
Brown and Julio Jones for 
second most in a season. 
He needs 11 to eclipse Mar¬ 
vin Harrison's record of 143 
from 2002. 

Tre'Quan Smith caught a 
21-yard touchdown pass 
for New Orleans. 

Jordan Wilkins scored the 
Colts’ lone TD on a 1-yard 
run in the fourth quarter. 
FLUID RECORD 
While Brees holds the ca¬ 
reer touchdown pass re¬ 
cord for now, the Patriots' 
Tom Brady is only three be¬ 
hind at 538. 

"It's a fluid record," Payton 
said. 

"There’s still another quar¬ 
terback in New England, so 
that will go back and forth 
as long as those two are 
playing." 

The next-closest active 
player is Rivers with 395. 
Brees wasn't about to un¬ 
derestimate Brady's ability 
to keep pace. 

"He's such a stud. He's got 
a lot of rings and records," 
Brees said of Brady. "He's 
awesome.' O 



Pittsburgh Steelers quarterback Devlin Hodges calls signals 
during the first half of an NFL football game against the Buffalo 
Bills in Pittsburgh, Sunday, Dec. 15, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Steelers sticking with Hodges 
at quarterback 


By The Associated Press 
PITTSBURGH (AP) — The Pittsburgh Steelers 
are sticking with rookie quarterback Dev¬ 
lin "Duck" Hodges. 

Coach Mike Tomlin said Tuesday that 
Hodges will make his fourth straight start 
on Sunday when the Steelers (8-6) visit 
the New York Jets (5-9). Hodges threw 
four interceptions in a 17-10 loss to Buffalo 
last weekend, including picks on each of 
Pittsburgh's final two drives. Tomlin said 
the undrafted rookie free agent — who is 
3-1 as a starter— had earned the right to 
bounce back. 

"It's reasonable to expect him to learn 
from those negative experiences and ap¬ 
ply it to this next opportunity and hopeful¬ 


ly not make those same mistakes twice," 
Tomlin said. 

Tomlin pointed out his decision was much 
in line with his thinking after Mason Ru¬ 
dolph's bumpy night in a loss to Cleveland 
on Nov. 14, a game in which Rudolph 
tossed four interceptions before getting 
into a brawl with Browns defensive end 
Myles Garrett that ended when Garrett 
ripped off Rudolph's helmet and hit the 
quarterback in the head with it. Rudolph 
started the next week against Cincinnati 
but was pulled early in the second half 
in favor of Hodges, who threw a 75-yard 
touchdown pass to James Washington 
on his third snap to spark Pittsburgh to a 
victory.Q 







Mavs end Bucks' 
18-game winning streak 
despite 48 from Giannis 


By The Associated Press 
MILWAUKEE (AP) — The 

Milwaukee Bucks' 18-game 
winning streak ended 
Monday night when Seth 
Curry and Kristaps Porzingis 
each scored 26 points to 
help the Dallas Mavericks 
hang on for a 120-116 
victory even without star 
guard Luka Doncic. 

Giannis Antetokounmpo 
led the Bucks with 48 points 
and 14 rebounds, but got 
little support as Milwaukee 
lost for the first time since 
a 103-100 setback at Utah 
on Nov 8.The winning 
streak was their longest 
since a franchise-record 
20 consecutive victories by 
the 1970-71 championship 
team that featured Kareem 
Abdul-Jabbar, then known 
as Lew Alcindor, and Oscar 
Robertson. 

Doncic sat out with a 
sprained right ankle, while 
the Bucks were missing 
injured point guard Eric 
Bledsoe. 

ROCKETS 109, SPURS 107 
HOUSTON (AP) — Russell 
Westbrook scored 31 points, 
James Harden had 28 and 
Houston set a franchise 
record by overcoming a 
25-point deficit to beat San 
Antonio. 

The comeback eclipsed 
the 23-point deficit Houston 
faced in a 110-107 victory 
against Portland on Jan. 
22, 1977. 

Houston fell behind early as 
Harden shot 4 of 17 in the 
first half. He finished 10 for 
29. 

The Spurs managed just 35 
points in the second half 


after setting a season high 
for first-half scoring and 
leading 72-53 at the break. 
LaMarcus Aldridge led San 
Antonio with 19 points and 
13 rebounds. 

THUNDER 109, BULLS 106 
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — 
Chris Paul hit five 3-pointers 
in the fourth quarter and 
Oklahoma City erased a 
26-point second-quarter 
deficit to rally past Chicago. 
Paul took over in the fourth, 
going 5 for 5 from deep and 
scoring 19 of his 30 points. 
His fourth 3 of the period 
put Oklahoma City ahead 
101-100, its first lead since 
the opening seconds. Paul 
also had nine rebounds 
and 10 assists. 

The Bulls tied it at 106 
before Steven Adams put 
the Thunder ahead with a 
free throw and Paul added 
two more in the final five 
seconds. 

Zach LaVine finished with 
39 points for the Bulls. 

GRIZZLIES 118, HEAT 111 
MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) — 

Rookie guard Ja Morant 
had 20 points and 10 assists 
to lead Memphis over 
Miami. 

Jonas Valanciunas finished 
with 21 points and 10 
rebounds as the Grizzlies 
won for the fourth time in 
five games. 

Miami had won four of five, 
including three overtime 
victories. Jimmy Butler had 
25 points and eight assists, 
and Tyler Herro scored 22. 
Memphis scored 11 straight 
points to take a 115-107 
lead with 2:31 left. 

RAPTORS 133, CAVALIERS 
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Dallas Mavericks' Kristaps Porzingis tries to drive past Milwaukee Bucks' Khris Middleton during the 
first half of an NBA basketball game Monday, Dec. 16, 2019, in Milwaukee. 

Associated Press 


113 

TORONTO (AP) — Pascal 
Siakam scored 33 points, 
Kyle Lowry had 20 points 
and 11 assists, and Toronto 
topped the struggling 
Cleveland Cavaliers. 
Norman Powell scored 26 
points. Serge Ibaka had 14 
and OG Anunoby added 
12 as the Raptors won for 
the 11th time in 14 home 
games. The defending 
NBA champions have won 
back-to-back at home 
after losing three straight 
on their own court. 

Collin Sexton scored 25 
points, Darius Garland had 
20 and Tristan Thompson 18 
as the Cavaliers lost for the 
16th time in 18 games. 
Powell has scored 20 or 
more points in three straight 
games for the first time in 
his career. He scored 20 or 
more four times in 60 games 
last season. 

WIZARDS 133, PISTONS 119 
DETROIT (AP) — Bradley 
Beal scored 15 of his 35 
points in the first quarter, 


and Washington took 
control with some torrid 
shooting before holding off 
Detroit. 

The Pistons played without 
injured stars Blake Griffin 
and Andre Drummond, 
and Washington shot 81% 
(17 of 21) from the field in 
the first quarter. The Wizards 
also made all three of their 
3-point attempts and all six 
of their free throws in the 
opening period, building a 
43-31 lead. 

Isaiah Thomas returned 
from a calf injury and scored 
23 points for Washington. 
Davis Bertans added 17 
as the Wizards snapped a 
four-game losing streak. 
Derrick Rose and Markieff 
Morris each scored 22 for 
Detroit. 

The Wizards shot 78% (14 of 
18) in the final quarter. 

TRAIL BLAZERS 111, SUNS 
110 

PHOENIX (AP) — Damian 
Lillard scored 27 points, 
including a crucial three- 
point play with 26 seconds 


left, and Portland bounced 
back from a 16-point deficit 
in the first half to beat 
Phoenix. 

With the Blazers trailing 110- 
108, Lillard drove straight 
through the lane and made 
a layup while crashing into 
Aron Baynes, who was 
called for a blocking foul. 
Lillard hit the free throw 
to make it 111-110, and 
Phoenix couldn't score on 
its final possession as Ricky 
Rubio's 3-point attempt 
bounced off the rim with 
two seconds left. 

CJ McCollum led the Trail 
Blazers with 30 points. 
Portland led for most of the 
fourth quarter but Phoenix 
pulled ahead 110-108 with 
32 seconds left when Kelly 
Oubre Jr. converted a four- 
point play. Oubre scored 
24 points for the Suns, who 
played a second straight 
game without star guard 
Devin Booker because of 
his right forearm injury. 
Portland has won 11 straight 
against the Suns.Q 


Jazz fan banned over taunting incident sues team 


By LINDSAY WHITEHURST 
Associated Press 
SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — A 
Utah Jazz fan is suing for 
$100 million after being 
banned for life from the 
team's arena over what 
were called racial taunts 
directed at point guard 
Russell Westbrook during a 
game. 

Shane Keisel said there was 
nothing racial about his 
heckling during the game 


in March and that the high- 
profile incident has cost him 
his job and exposed him to 
online threats, according 
to the suit filed Monday in a 
state court in Utah. 

The Jazz, however, said 
the team investigated the 
episode that ignited a na¬ 
tional conversation about 
race and fan behavior and 
stands by the decision to 
bar him from the arena. The 
organization will "vigorously 


defend" itself from the law¬ 
suit, said Frank Zang, senior 
vice president of communi¬ 
cations for the Jazz parent 
company, Larry H. Miller 
Sports and Entertainment. 
Westbrook was fined 
$25,000 by the NBA after 
video surfaced of him di¬ 
recting vulgar comments 
at Keisel in the crowd. 

Then a point guard for 
the Oklahoma City Thun¬ 
der who had had other 


in-game exchanges with 
fans, Westbrook was shown 
along the sideline using 
threatening language that 
also referred to Keisel's 
girlfriend, who was at the 
game. 

Westbrook said at the time 
that he had been pro¬ 
voked by the fan who told 
him to "get down on your 
knees like you used to." 
Westbrook said he would 
never abuse a woman, but 


that Keisel's racial taunts 
went over the line, espe¬ 
cially after past disrespect¬ 
ful comments from other 
Utah fans. His stance was 
backed by Jazz star Dono¬ 
van Mitchell, who said it 
wasn't the first time a ra¬ 
cially motivated event oc¬ 
curred at a Jazz game. 

The Jazz banned Keisel the 
day after the game, saying 
there is no room for person¬ 
al attacks or disrespect. Q 
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Strasburg returns, hopes to play whole career with Nationals 



Washington Nationals pitcher Stephen Strasburg, center, smiles during a baseball media 
availability, accompanied by general manager Mike Rizzo, left, and agent Scott Boras, right, at 
Nationals Park, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2019, in Washington. 


By STEPHEN WHYNO 
AP Sports Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Nat¬ 
urally, Stephen Strasburg 
thought of himself pitch¬ 
ing for a team other than 
the Nationals. After win¬ 
ning and being MVP of 
the World Series, Strasburg 
opted out of his contract 
and hit the open market. 
The possibility was real that 
he'd played his last game 
in a Washington uniform. 
Instead, Strasburg followed 
the lead of boyhood idol 
Tony Gwynn by signing a 
$245 million, seven-year 
deal that could allow him 
to play his entire career with 
the Nationals. This contract 
has no opt-outs, no options 
and a full no-trade clause, 
Strasburg will be 38 when it 
expires and could become 
just the eighth pitcher in 
major league history to 
spend 17-plus seasons with 
the same franchise. 

"It's really hard to come 
by in this game," Strasburg 
said Tuesday. "When you're 
given an opportunity to be 
in one spot and grow as a 
person and a player, to be 
a part of an organization 
like this, you can't really let 
those opportunities go by." 
Hitting free agency meant 
Strasburg wasn't a sure bet 
to return, especially with 
Scott Boras as his agent. 
Boras client and Anthony 
Rendon went from man¬ 


ning third base with the Na¬ 
tionals to signing a mirror- 
image (without deferrals) 
$245 million, seven-year 
contract with the Los An¬ 
geles Angels. "For Anthony, 
what he did for this organi¬ 
zation the way he played, I 
got all the respect for what 
he can do as a baseball 
player and wish him the 
best," ace Max Scherzer 
said. But the Nationals put 
a focus on bringing back 
Strasburg, continuing their 
organizational model of 
prioritizing starting pitching 


over everything else. More 
than anything, they let it 
be know they wanted their 
homegrown star back. 
"(General manager Mike 
Rizzo) kept in contact with 
me throughout, and I had 
the privilege obviously to 
talk with Ted and Mark (Le- 
rner) about Stras' situation," 
Boras said. "We always 
had the dynamic as far as 
the organizational goals, 
and it was very clear that 
Stephen was a priority. ... 
Those things are important 
for players to know." 


Associated Press 

With Scherzer and lefty Pat¬ 
rick Corbin under contract, 
the Nationals were posi¬ 
tioned fine if Strasburg left. 
His $35 million average sal¬ 
ary is a big jump from the 
contract he opted out of, 
and there was some un¬ 
certainty in Washington's 
front office not knowing if it 
would be able to get some¬ 
thing done with Strasburg. 
"You play the 'what if?' 
game," Rizzo said. "We had 
options A, B, C. You have 
to have multiple layers and 
multiple different ideas and 


opportunities and options 
to fall back on if you don't 
get your primary target. 
It's a little bit nerve-wrack¬ 
ing, but we felt confident 
throughout the process 
that Stephen wanted to be 
here, we wanted him here 
and it was just kind of get¬ 
ting to the bottom line." 
After not getting to that 
point with Rendon, the Na¬ 
tionals turn their attention 
to filling the void at third 
base. Rizzo confirmed inter¬ 
est in free agent Josh Don¬ 
aldson, who spent last sea¬ 
son with the Atlanta Braves. 
"There's a bunch of different 
ways to construct a roster," 
Rizzo said. "We feel that we 
have great options both 
internally and in the free 
agent market and in the 
trade market, so we'll ex¬ 
plore those like we do every 
year and try and construct 
a team that Washington 
could be proud of and that 
gives us a chance to win 
another World Series." 
Replacing Rendon and fill¬ 
ing the bullpen are the re¬ 
maining offseason checklist 
items for Washington after 
bringing back Strasburg, 
NLCS MVP Howie Kendrick 
and catcher Yan Gomes. 
Soon, Strasburg and his 
teammates will take their 
talents to West Palm 
Beach, Florida, for spring 
training and try to do it all 
over again. a 


Mad-Bum says 2nd act with D-Backs can be as memorable as first 


Continued from Page 18 

Bumgarner’s deal pays $6 
million next year, $19 million 
in 2021, $23 million in both 
2022 and 2023, and $14 mil¬ 
lion in 2024. Arizona will de¬ 
fer $5 million annually from 
2021 to 2023, money paid 
in $5 million installments 
each Nov. 1 from 2025-27. 
He gets a hotel suite on 
the road, the right to block 
trades to five teams and 
four premium seats at all 
games. 

Bumgarner said Arizona 
was his “No. 1 place” when 
he talked with his agent 
about potential new desti¬ 
nations and said he “defi¬ 
nitely left some money on 
the table” to come to the 
Diamondbacks. The North 



Newly acquired Arizona Diamondbacks pitcher Madison 
Bumgarner speaks after being introduced during a team 
availability, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2019, in Phoenix. 

Associated Press 


Carolina native said he’s 
always enjoyed Arizona 
during spring training when 
he was with the Giants, and 
would usually rent a place 


in the Phoenix area where 
he could bring his family. 
Now he's looking forward to 
it being his second home. 
The move was announced 


two days after the sides 
reached an agreement 
pending a successful physi¬ 
cal. It’s a marquee addi¬ 
tion for GM Mike Hazen, 
who adds the lefty to a 
rotation that also could in¬ 
clude Robbie Ray, Zac Gal- 
len, Mike Leake, Merrill Kelly 
or Alex Young. 

Hazen said the team didn’t 
start the offseason target¬ 
ing Bumgarner, but once 
talks started it became an 
obvious fit. 

“His presence, his lead¬ 
ership, certainly his track 
record,” Hazen said. “All 
the things we’ve watched 
from across the field with 
the success he's had with 
the San Francisco Giants, 
we felt this was a big add 
for us.” 


It is an intriguing decision 
for the D-backs, who don't 
neatly fit into the category 
of a small-market or large- 
market team. They've oc¬ 
casionally made splashes 
in free agency — like when 
they signed Zack Greinke 
to a $206.5 million, six-year 
deal ahead of the 2016 
season — but usually are 
content to have a payroll 
in the middle of the MLB 
pack. 

Arizona finished 85-77 last 
season after trading Gre¬ 
inke to Houston in July. 
Now the D-backs are try¬ 
ing to build a roster that 
can catch the Los Ange¬ 
les Dodgers, who won 106 
games last season to earn 
their seventh straight NL 
West title.Q 
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Internationals lacking ownership in Presidents Cup 


By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 

MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) 

— Ernie Els has finished sec¬ 
ond to Tiger Woods more 
than any other player, 
and he never looked more 
spectacular doing it than 
as captain in the Presidents 
Cup. 

"OK, you got me," Els said to 
him with a wry grin during 
the closing ceremony at 
Royal Melbourne. 

Was it really a surprise? 
Sure, the Americans were 
the first team to rally from 
a deficit on the final day 
to win the Presidents Cup, 
and it was their first in any 
cup since a four-point 
comeback in the Ryder 
Cup at Brookline in 1999. 
Some context is required. 
They've won the Ryder Cup 
only twice since then, and 
they hardly ever lose the 
Presidents Cup. 

Even with a 10-8 lead go¬ 
ing into singles, Els and his 
International team were 
playing against a stacked 
deck, as usual. 

It wasn't as bad as the time 
Els trailed Woods by 10 
shots going into the final 
round at Pebble Beach in 
the U.S. Open. Still, it didn't 
seem like a fair fight. 

The Internationals had only 
two players among the 
top 20 in the world ranking. 
Woods' team had 10 play¬ 
ers from the top 20, and 
that didn't even include 
the injured Brooks Koepka 
at No. 1 in the world. Two 
of the four wild-card se¬ 
lections for the Americans, 
including Woods, won ma¬ 
jors this year. In the singles 
session, the outcome felt 
inevitable. 

Els was gracious in defeat, 
and also gutted. 

He had fashioned 12 play¬ 
ers representing nine flags 
into a team with identity 
and purpose. The logo he 
created for the Interna¬ 
tional team was a com¬ 
bination of shields and 
badges culled from history 
that spoke to unity and 
loyalty, friendship, strength 
and fight. And they had a 
chance, which is more than 
they've had some years. 

"If you compare our team 
on paper with other teams 
in other sport, you would 
have laughed us out of the 



International team captain Ernie Els raises his hat during the presentation ceremony after the U.S. team won the President's Cup golf 
tournament at Royal Melbourne Golf Club in Melbourne, Sunday, Dec. 15, 2019. The U.S. team won the tournament 16-14. 

Associated Press 


building," Els said. "But we 
gave it a hell of a go and 
we came mightily close to 
winning and upsetting one 
of the greatest golf teams 
of all time." 

But they didn't. 

This is about more than 
world rankings and experi¬ 
ence, about which team 
looks better on paper. Be¬ 
cause if it were, then how 
to explain the Ryder Cup? 
Europe is strong now. It 
wasn't always. It still has an 
11-8-1 lead over the United 
States dating to 1979, the 
start of the modern era. 

But while the Ryder Cup 
is billed as a contest be¬ 
tween the flags of two con¬ 
tinents, it's really between 
two tours. 

The European Tour picks 
the venue (it usually goes 
to the highest bidder these 
days). It has full control of 
all operations. Paris last 
year felt like a home game 
— the course, not just the 
crowd — just as Hazeltine 
was for the Americans. 

The Presidents Cup is 
a match between two 
teams, one owner. 

The PGA Tour selects the 
site. The PGA Tour picks the 
captains, though not with¬ 


out heavy input from all the 
key people on the Interna¬ 
tional side. 

That magnificent logo Els 
created for the Interna¬ 
tional team? He said it re¬ 
quired PGA Tour approval. 
The support staff for the In¬ 
ternational team are PGA 
Tour employees, even if 
they hail from countries 
outside the U.S. 

The money — the Presi¬ 
dents Cup sells extremely 
well — stays with one orga¬ 
nization every time. 

That's not why the Ameri¬ 
cans win, and Els wasn't 
suggesting that. They win 
because they play better 
golf and hole more putts. 
There is a comfort level at 
the Presidents Cup they 
don't experience in the Ry¬ 
der Cup. 

"I know it's a PGA Tour- 
sanctioned event, OK?" Els 
said. "But to really be able 
to do what you need to do, 
you need to be almost a 
separate ... you need to be 
away from the PGA Tour." 
Nothing personal. He 
paused to pat the back of 
Mark Williams, who played 
professionally in Australia 
and now works as a media 
official for the PGA Tour. 


Last week, he was assigned 
to the International team 
and fit right in. 

"I love these guys. They 
work for the tour and all 
that," Els said. "But to make 
our own rules, to get our 
own choices, to do our 
own thing, it's hard to ex¬ 
plain. But we need to be 
separate.... The Ryder Cup 
works because the Europe¬ 
ans do their own thing and 
the U.S. do their own thing. 
It's two groups that clash. 


We're trying to do it under 
one umbrella." 

The next Presidents Cup will 
be at Quail Hollow Club 
in North Carolina, a home 
game for the U.S. team. 
And then? A group from 
Thailand was at Royal Mel¬ 
bourne last week express¬ 
ing interest. The best bet is 
a return to Royal Montreal. 
Another one in Asia or the 
first one in a Latin America 
country is possible after 
thatO 
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Holiday Feast 

By Carlos Viana, Clinical Nutritionist 


Dr. Viana s HOUDA Y MENU 

(For all blood iypes, gluten & dairy free) 

☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ 
Slow Rousted Turkey 
With giblet gravy 
Trimmed with raisons & plums 

☆ 

Brown, Wild Rice and Peruvian 
Quinoa Blend 

☆ 

Komuine & Field Green Salad 

☆ 

Fresh Cranberry Sauce 
☆ 

Rice Milk & Molasses Qucsillo 

Light-Red Wine, Stilt or 
Sparkling Grape Juice, Mineral Water 


Traditionally, a festive feast or dinner is a fo¬ 
cal element of the holiday season where we 
sit down with family and friends for the "break¬ 
ing of the bread”. The expression “breaking 
of bread”, some believe, must be qualified. 
“Breaking of bread” signified the dividing of the 
bread cakes or loaves, which were used by Ori¬ 
entals. Sometimes “breaking of bread” is used 
concerning partaking of a common meal (Mk. 
6:41; Acts 27:35) and “Breaking of bread: is also 
used in connection with the religious memorial 
called the Lord’s Supper. We are talking about 
Christmas dinner and before we can sit down 
to enjoy our meal, we need to plan our menu. 

For several years already we have said good¬ 
bye to the traditional holiday smoked ham. 
Ham, as all pork products is detrimental to 
people in all blood groups. Pork aggravates 
blood to become sticky: slows down proper 
digestion and obstructs absorption of nutrition. 
Instead we have a turkey that I slowly roast on 
the barbeque. No deep-frying here! Turkey 
has become my family dinner's centerpiece 
because it is a healthy alternative to more tra¬ 
ditional foods that are classed as being detri¬ 
mental according to your blood type. I carve 
a mean plate of turkey in front of our guests. 
You might not know this but the nutrition facts 
of turkey per serving is: 232 calories, 11 grams 
of fat, but only 3 grams saturated fat, 108 mg 
cholesterol, 77 mg sodium, 0 g carbohydrate, 
0 g fiber, 32 grams protein, and 15% iron. There 
is nothing wrong nutritionally here. Additionally, 
hiding in the 32 grams of protein is tryptophan 
an essential amino acid. Tryptophan is needed 
for the production of Niacin (vitamin B 3) and is 


the precursor of our brain chemical serotonin. 
Serotonin is the calming, sedating substance 
essential for normal mood and sleep patterns. 
Now you know why you are so inclined to take 
a nap after a turkey dinner. 

The traditional potato smothered in cheese is 
out. Both the potato and cheese will slow down 
the metabolism of most of us. Instead, for car¬ 
bohydrates we use sweet potatoes, pumpkin, 
and brown rice. This year, after baking the po¬ 
tatoes in the grill next to the turkey, we are go¬ 
ing to mash the sweet potatoes with a touch of 
ginger. Ginger contains components that posi¬ 
tively influence known disease susceptibility, a 
good thing. I think the ginger balances nicely 
the taste of the sweet potatoes. Slow, baking 
brings out the sweetness in the potatoes, but 
the glycemic load is very low! This means it 
won't spike your insulin. The nutrition facts per 
serving of sweet potatoes includes: 240 calo¬ 
ries, 6 g total fat, 4 g saturated fat, 15 mg cho¬ 
lesterol, 73 mg sodium, 46 g carbohydrate, 5 g 
fiber, 2 g protein, 294% vitamin A, 54% vitamin 
C. Did you see the amount if vitamin A? Wow, I 
am surprised that sweet potatoes do not need 
to be registered as an eye medicine. 

We could not think about any holiday dinner 
without serving pumpkin. Here we go again 
helping our eyes. The nutrition facts for pumpkin 
per serving is: 286 calories, 13 grams total fat, 
4 g saturated fat, 86 mg cholesterol, 120 mg 
sodium, 38 g carbohydrate, 2 grams of fiber, 
7 grams protein, 130% vitamin A, 9% vitamin C, 
7% calcium, 13% iron. Did you notice the blood 
building qualities of pumpkin? Only people with 
blood group B cannot enjoy this delicious and 
nutritious vegetable. In Aruba, pumpkin soup is 
a specialty. If I am lucky Amy might bake me 
a pumpkin pie, yum! Or maybe we will make 
pumpkin with onions. 

As in every meal at our house brown rice is the 
staple carbohydrate. For this meaningful oc¬ 
casion we will add some zest (and even more 
nutrition) to our brown rice with wild rice and 
quinoa. Brown rice can be enjoyed by all blood 
groups. White “polished” rice is nutritionally life¬ 
less since the bran, which contains all of the 
nutrition, has been stolen to sell to pharmaceu¬ 
tical companies to make B complex vitamins. 
This should give us a strong indication the bene¬ 
fit derived from eating brown rice. The wild rice, 
especially if harvested from wild ponds, con¬ 


tains trace minerals missing in our other grains. 
Super-grain, Peruvian quinoa has one of the 
highest amounts of absorbable calcium avail¬ 
able. Support for our bones that cooks in just 15 
minutes! And what would turkey dinner be with¬ 
out cranberry sauce? This year, “can the can” 
full of dangerously unhealthy, high fructose corn 
syrup. Homemade cranberry sauce takes only 
15 minutes on the stove, make with low pro¬ 
cessed cane sugar or natural grape sugar. Try 
arrowroot instead of cornstarch for thickener in 
the smooth variety or make chunky. Cranber¬ 
ries are a traditional remedy for bladder infec¬ 
tion. Cranberries contain a naturally occurring 
simple sugar, closely related to glucose called 
D- mannose. D-Mannose is metabolized by our 
bodies and excreted into the urine. This simple 
sugar helps maintain a healthy urinary tract by 
its interaction with the bacterium found in over 
90% of all bladder infections, Escherichia coli 
(“E. coli”). This strain of E.coli is found as part of 
the “normal microflora” in every intestinal tract. 
But even normal E.coli does not belong in the 
bladder and urinary tract. In these areas they 
multiply and become an infection. D-Mannose 
“sticks” to E.coli. When we take a large quantity 
of D-Mannose by eating cranberries, almost all 
of it spills into the urine through our kidneys, lit¬ 
erally “coating" any E.coli present so they can 
no longer “stick” to the inside walls of the blad¬ 
der and urinary tract. The E.coli is literally rinsed 
away with normal urination! Imagine, all from 
eating cranberries. Include your favorite fresh 
green vegetables prepared with olive oil and 
fresh herbs, and you've got yourself a healthy, 
holiday feast. 

Choosing your Holiday Menu? Get the Point! 
Selecting healthy foods from your “beneficial" 
list (available at our Clinic) is a delicious and 
healthy alternative to some traditional holiday 
foods. As for our “Breaking of bread” dinner 
being a “common meal” or a “religious me¬ 
morial”, I do not make a distinction. Come to 
clinic so we can teach you how to make eat¬ 
ing healthy an everyday event. Meanwhile, 
with my glass of red wine, loaded with antioxi¬ 
dants, I will toast and give thanks for the pres¬ 
ence of healthy family members and friends 
and remember those of you who cannot make 
it this year. GIVE THE GIFT OF HEALTH: Gift Certifi¬ 
cates and Organic Products available at Viana 
CenterO 


Sift Certificates Need a Whole Body Make-Over? TEL: 585-1270 



HEALiNG CENTER 

* Toxic Heavy Mela Is, Am™ Acids 
Kirill *Food & Chemical Scnsitivily Tcsiing 
5 * Special isccd Hormone Tcs( ing 


( 


Healthy Products 


Pain & Inflammation - Sleep - Stress - Allergies - Stomach Problems. PMS, 
Menopause, Chronic colds & flu - Fertility, natural Pregnancy, Post-partum - Addiction 
streets legal Drugs, Gambling, Sex, WEIGHT CONTROL) - AGE Management 


M*Satat Kibaima 7 

(St. Cruz, opposite the Drive-in) 

W&tk.-ins H?e.lttrfne. 


www.vianaheal.com 

info@vianaheaLcom „ „ , 

Dr. Carlos viana 

Oriental Medicine, Clinical Nutrition, Colon Hydro Therapy 


Take Home PARADISE 



Available at lacol 

Bookstores &. Gift shops 

Fnpmbiick £ FBo&k on amazon 
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Rally for US stocks plods into fifth day; oil keeps rising 


In this Dec. 13,2019, file photo trader Peter Tuchman left, works on the floor of the New York Stock 
Exchange. 

Associated Press 


By STAN CHOE 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — U S. 

stocks nudged higher 
again on Tuesday, and the 
modest gains put the S&P 
500 on pace to rise for a 
fifth straight day. 

After flitting between small 
gains and losses in the first 
hour of trading, U.S. in¬ 
dexes added a bit more in 
midday trading to the re¬ 
cords they set a day earlier. 
Stocks have been vaulting 
higher in the last week on 
optimism about an interim 
U.S.-China trade deal an¬ 
nounced on Friday. A Fed¬ 
eral Reserve meeting last 
week also spurred buying 
after investors saw signals 
from Chairman Jerome 
Powell that interest rates 
will stay low for a while. 
Gains for Amazon, Tar¬ 
get and other companies 
that depend on spending 
by consumers helped to 
push the S&P 500 modestly 
higher, but drops for Unit¬ 
edHealth, Boston Scien¬ 
tific and other health care 
stocks kept the market in 


check. 

Treasury yields gave back 
some of their gains from a 
day earlier, while the price 
of crude oil continued its 
recent march higher. 
KEEPING SCORE: The S&P 


500 was up 0.1% as of 11:37 
a.m. Eastern time. If it stays 
up for the day, it would 
be the fifth straight gain 
for the index. Slightly more 
stocks rose than fell on the 
New York Stock Exchange. 


The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average rose 58 points, or 
0.2%, to 28,294, and the 
Nasdaq composite was vir¬ 
tually flat. The Russell 2000 
index of smaller stocks was 
also flat. 


BUBBLING UP: Energy stocks 
in the S&P 500 rose 0.5% for 
one of the bigger gains 
among the 11 sectors that 
make up the index. 

Crude oil has been touch¬ 
ing its highest price in three 
months, and Noble Energy 
rose 1.9% for one of the big¬ 
ger gains among stocks in 
the S&P 500, and Hallibur¬ 
ton rose 1,5%.Benchmark 
U.S. crude rose 64 cents, or 
1.1%, to $60.85 per barrel. 
The last time it was over $61 
was in September. Brent 
crude, the international 
standard, gained 57 cents 
to $65.91 per barrel. 

YIELDS: The yield on the 10- 
year Treasury crept back 
down to 1.87% from 1.89% 
late Monday. The two- 
year yield slipped to 1.6 1 
% from 1.65%, and the 30- 
year yield fell to 2.30% from 
2.31%. 

ECONOMIC SIGNALS: In¬ 
dustrial production and 
manufacturing were stron¬ 
ger last month than econ¬ 
omists expected, but they 
still are weaker than a year 
ago. □ 




In this Nov. 27, 2019 photo a passer-by walks past a hiring for 
the holidays sign near an entrance to a Target store location, in 
Westwood, Mass. 

Associated Press 


QUALITY A'AHTMINTS 


Extend your stay at 


All Full/ Furnished w/KiEefwn r Ainco, Cable TV, FREE WIFI (in and outside rooms). 
Swimming Poof Gym, Library, Laundry Room & BBQ S&ts, Loss than 1 mite from 
Eagle Beach & 4 Large Supermans, Feel Free lo contact or visit Mon-Fri; 
8am - ?pm. Sat & Sun: &am - 5pm, Worldwide calls: {297)-582-0697 
Calls from USA S Canada: 1-858415-1095 (toll free) 

Calls from The Nedntands: 085-009-0218 (loll free) 
Scholfandsfraal 70. Grandad, Aruba 

Email : info@arubaqualilyapartnftenls.com 
_ Websile: www.aiubaqualityaparlments.oom _ 


For rwfinfomation, 

<3 he ii* a call +OT5AMH3 

or emjflus lodbirdlliineshareilvjp^gn^il.CDfli. 
lDdcnrcrjnjhas(mgetiires 1 iarE. , simF'«itE.t&'! 
or visit our Facetakmge! 


Employers post more jobs in October in sign of solid economy 


By CHRISTOPHER RUGABER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

number of available jobs 
jumped in October af¬ 
ter hitting an 18-month 
low the previous month, 
a sign the job market re¬ 
mains strong. 

The Labor Depart¬ 
ment said Tuesday that 
the number of avail¬ 
able positions rose 3.3% 
to nearly 7.3 million. That 
suggests that businesses 
remain confident enough 
in the economic outlook 
to create more jobs. 

The figures provide the 
latest evidence that 
employers have largely 
shrugged off the uncer¬ 
tainties surrounding the 
U.S.-China trade war and 
slowing global growth. 
While the number of open 
jobs has declined from a 
record high of 7.6 million 
a year ago, they are still 
at a historically high level. 
For roughly a year and 
a half there have been 
more job postings than 
unemployed people. 


The figures follow a healthy 
jobs report earlier this 
month that showed a sur¬ 
prisingly robust gain of 
266,000 jobs while the un¬ 
employment rate fell to a 
50-year low of 3.5%. 

“The numbers should calm 
worries that employer de¬ 
mand for workers is dry¬ 
ing up,” said Julia Poliak, 
chief economist at ZipRe- 
cruiter. “Rather than fall¬ 
ing substantially, job open¬ 
ings now appear to have 
remained fairly stable for 
over a year.”The number 
of Americans who quit their 
jobs also rose, though that 
figure remains below the 
peak reached in July. Quits 
are a good sign for the 
economy because most 
workers quit jobs for new, 
usually higher-paying, po¬ 
sitions. Data compiled by 
the Atlanta Federal Re¬ 
serve Bank show that work¬ 
ers who switch jobs are see¬ 
ing larger wage gains than 
those who stay. More quits 
can also push companies 
to pay more to retain their 
staffs. 


Job openings jumped 
125,000 in the retail sec¬ 
tor, likely reflecting strong 
demand for temporary 
workers for the holiday 
season. 

The government seeks 
to seasonally adjust the 
data for those fluctua¬ 
tions but isn't always able 
to do so perfectly.□ 


Have you ever wish you travel 
to Aruba with just a carry-on ? 


And leave all your be longings in a 
centalner being deliver and pick 
up right at your resort or home 
rental! 


♦ As low as $6.50 a month 

- Pricing include pick-up&delivery 

- Saves you time& money, year 
after year! 

- Avoid extra luggages 

♦ AffordableStorage Pricing 

♦ Cooveni ence & Peace of mind 
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Mutts 



6 Chix 



IT'S the most wonderful 
s TIME of the VEEEEAR' . ■ - 

_ I? 'x. ^ ■ s 5 -■ r« 'Sr r » 


~ I SEE 3 LOAFERS LOAFING, 
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■TWELVES OUT OF H BEERS/', ' 



[ NOW VM IN THE , 
^HOLIOAVSPIWTj 


Mother Goose & Grimm 
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AT LAST/ 


Baby Blues 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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Classifieds 


Halley Time Travel 

MarriottOceanClub 

DiviLinksGolf 

For rent 2020. 

2 BR/WK# 3 $22K 

1-Br Oceanview $3K each 

Eagle 8 with 25 weeks 

from:03/22/20-03/29/20(3) 

DiviVillage 

:03/20/20-03/27/20(2) 

studio/wk#1 $7K 

; 02/21/20-02/28/20(4) 

buildingC with 34 weeks 

MarriottSurfClub Forsale 

Platinumseason 

2-BR OceanView $15,5K 

DutchVillage: 

2-BR OceanSide $16,5K 

studio wk#52 $7500 

2-BR OceanFront $26K 

17weeks 9 accelerated 

3-BR OceanView $28K 

DiviLinksGolf 

MarriottSurfClub 

$7,500 

Studio wk#1 building4 

PlatinumPlus 

24-weeks 8-accelerated 

WK51 OceanView $39K 

WK52 OceanView $49K 

DiviLinksGolf 

WK51&52 OceanFront 

1-BR WK#4 $8K 

$160K:bothweeks 

birdie-1 with 20 weeks 

MarriottOceanClub 

studio/wk#5 $8,000 
birdie-4 with 28weeks 

PlatinumSeason 

EagleResorts 

1-BR OceanView $9K 

3-BR wk#51 $25K 

2-BR OceanView $16,5K 

1-BR wk#51&52 $25K 

2-BR OceanFront $26K 

bothweeks 

GoldSeason 

1-BR OceanView $4K 

DiviVillage 

2-BR OceanView $9K 

5th-floor building-C 

ArubaDiviPhoenix 

25weeks remain on each 

1-BR wk#1 $8,500 

2-BRPH WK49 &50 

Studio/wk#1 $7,500 

building7/ 7thfloor 

32weeks on each $24K each 

La CabanaBeachResort 

2-BRPH WK #1 

Thursday check-in 4thfloor 

building6 / 7 thfloor 

studio wk#52/1 $7,5K each 

28weeks $30K 

1-BR wk#52/1 $8,5K each 

ArubaDiviPhoenix 

2 BR WK 50 

1-BR wk#52 $8,5K 

Renaissancesuites 

building6/3rdfloor 

1-BR wk#49/50 $6,5K each 

33weeks $22K 

3rdfloor pool/ocean view 

1-BR/WK#2 

1-BR wk#51 $9K 

building8/groundfloor 

5thfloor/harborview 

32weeksremain $16K 

CostaLinda 

DiviLinksGolf 

2-BR wk#51/52 $120K both 

3rd floor pool/ocean view 

1-BR WK51 $12,5K 

Birdie 1 with 26 weeks 

House Forsale 

2BRWK51 $24K 

TierraDelSolGolf 

Birdie 1 with 26 weeks 

3-BR , 2-Bath $520 K 

'1-BR WK#1& 2 

Ponton upscale houses close 

Birdie 9 with 30 weeksremaining 

to town 

on each $10K each 

lOmin drive from major beaches 

Studio WK#2 $7,5K 

4 BR , 2 bath , Pool, $370 K 

eagle 3 with 23 weeks 
'1-BR WK#3 $9K 

*Condo near Eagle Beach 

eagle 3 with 23 weeks 

3-BR, 2-Bath , $650 K 

Call: 630 1307 

propertyland (commercial) 

41,000 sq feet $60 ,per sq feet 
propertyland near town 

Johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

facebookpage:resales&realty 

6000 sq feet $850 K 
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ASSOCIATED REALTORS 
For Sale 

Commercial property close to 
the new Container Port in 
Barcadera, build-up 424 m2, 
land 2400 m2 for $337,078. 

For more details 
contact Mito at 593 6318 

_212137 


ASSOCIATED REALTORS 
For Sale 

Lot of property land of 279 m2 
at Tanki Flip Residence, built 
your own dream house and for 
$66,400.00 
Call Mito at 593 6318 


ASSOCIATED REALTORS 
For Sale Investment 

House at Pos Abao/ Noord with 
4 apartments, being used now 
for short term rentals and for 
$475,000.00 
Call Mito at 593 6318 

_212137 


TIME SHARE FOR SALE 
Golf Studio week 50 2/12/20 

25 wks left Unit 2314 $2800 
and Studio Rm 128 
Divi Dutch Village $1995 or BO 
Divi Village wks 17 Studio 4/25 
24 weeks left $1800 BO 
Local 565 9394 until 12/21 or 
508 651 0016 
E-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com 


TIME SHARE FOR RENT 
Paradise Villas X-mas 

$850 also Bonaire Filming 
Beach 12/21/28 $625 Studio 
for sale Divi Golf Rm 4201 
wk 35 8/29 - 25 wks left $1998 
Local 565 9394 until 12/21 or 
508 651 0016 
E-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com 


FOR RENT 

Paradise Beach Villas 

wk one jan 4-11-2020 
2 bdr suite Beach Ocean Front 
Call. 941 343 1088 USA 

_212139 


TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
Paradise Beach Villas 

1BR wk# 46 $8500 

Phase 2, 2nd floor 

Ocean/Pool View 

Contact: deleodoors@gmail.com 

(stateside)203-558-7592 

_212141 



DOCTOR ON DUTY 

Oranjestad 

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 

San Nicolas 
IMSAN 24 Hours 
Tel.524 8833 


Oranjestad: 

Eagle Tel. 587 9011 
San Nicolas: 

Centro Medico Tel. 584 5794 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
San Nicolas 
Police Tipline 
Ambulancia 
Fire Dept. 

Red Cross 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


snp 

Violence Against Women 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


OTHER 


EMERGENCY 


100 

527 3140 
527 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 
115 

582 2219 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 

American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



December 18 

Mein Schiff 2 
Explorer of the Seas 
Monarch 

AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Science Says: Diet plays big role in how huge whales can get 



This November 2019 photo provided by Elliott Hazen shows a blue whale being tagged in 
eastern Pacific. 


By MALCOLM RITTER 
AP Science Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Whales 
are big, but why aren’t 
they bigger? A new study 
says it’s basically about 
how many calories they 
can take in. 

That’s the conclusion of re¬ 
searchers who used small 
boats to chase down 300 
whales of various species 
around the world. They 
reached out with a long 
pole to attach sensors to 
the creatures with suction 
cups, allowing them to 
record what the animals 
were doing on their dives 
for food. 

The results suggest body 
size is controlled by how 
whales capture prey and 
how much food is avail¬ 
able, researchers report¬ 
ed Thursday in the journal 
Science. 

The study included 90 blue 
whales, the biggest animal 
ever to live. Size estimates 
vary, but the American Ce¬ 
tacean Society says blue 
whales can grow about 
100 feet (30 meters) long 
and weigh more than 100 
tons (91,000 kilograms). The 
study also included the 
biggest whale with teeth, 
the sperm whale, which 
can stretch about 60 feet 
(18 meters) long, the group 
says. 

When toothed whales 
hunt, they capture one 
prey at a time, seeking 
them out in the murky 
depths with a sonar-like 
detection. The study found 
that as body size increases 
in such whales, they be¬ 
come progressively less ef¬ 
ficient as they hunt — they 
recover fewer calories 
from their meals per calorie 
burned in each dive. That 
results from limits on avail¬ 
ability of prey. 

“It looks like you cannot be 
much bigger than a sperm 


whale” when hunting the 
way it does, said Nicholas 
Pyenson of the Smithson¬ 
ian’s National Museum of 
Natural History, who was 
part of the research. 

The blue whale can be 
bigger because it feeds in 
a much different and high¬ 
ly efficient way, the study 
says. It opens its mouth 
wide and engulfs an im¬ 
mense volume of water, 
even bigger than its body 
size, as it swims along. 
Then it closes its mouth 
and strains the water out 
through a sieve-like filter, 
which traps huge amounts 
of tiny shrimp-like creatures 
called krill. 

That “allows them to ex¬ 
ploit a very large prey re¬ 
source that's very rich in 
a small amount of time,” 
said Jeremy Goldbogen of 
Stanford University, anoth¬ 
er researcher. “They get a 
huge bang for the buck.” 
So why aren’t they even 
bigger than they are? 
Maybe blue whales are 
limited by the seasonal 
nature of the most nutri¬ 
tious krill patches, which 
grow gigantic and dense 
in the summer, Goldbogen 
said. And calculations indi¬ 
cate that to sustain a blue 
whale that's 115 feet (35 
meters) long, “you’d need 
a density of prey that is just 
not seen anywhere in the 
world,” Pyenson said. 

But maybe there’s also 
some kind of limiting factor 
in how their bodies func¬ 
tion, Goldbogen said. He 
noted a recent study that 
found a blue whale’s heart 
beats up to 37 times a min¬ 
ute after deep dives, and 
that appears to be about 
as fast as the organ can 
pump. 

Another limiting factor 
could be a whale's ability 
to process the food it takes 
in, said Terrie Williams of 


the University of California, 
Santa Cruz, who did not 
participate in the research. 
The study provided a com¬ 


prehensive look across big 
whale species, and the 
success in collecting the 
data “boggles the mind,” 


Associated Press 

she said.“You try to go out 
and put a tiny tag on the 
back of the biggest animal 
in the world,” she said. □ 



Europe postpones launch of 
planet mission, seeks Soyuz fix 


SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico 
(AP) — European space 
officials on Tuesday post¬ 
poned the launch of 
a three-year mission to 


1 



In this photo taken on 
Dec. 6, 2019 and provided 
by the European Space 
Agency (ESA), the Souyz 
Arianespace System for 
Auxiliary Payloads (ASAP-S), 
enclosing CHEOPS and 
supporting the three 
Cubesats, is lifted from its 
stand, inside the High Bay 
of the Spaceport payload 
facility. 

Associated Press 


study planets in other so¬ 
lar systems shortly before it 
was due to blast off. 

The European Space 
Agency announced that 
the launch from Kourou, 
French Guiana, of the 
Characterising ExOPIanets 
Satellite (CHEOPS) mission 
would be delayed by at 
least a day. It had been 
scheduled for 0854 GMT 
(3:54 a.m. EST). 

ESA Director of Science 
Guenther Hasinger tweet¬ 
ed that “a software error 
in the Fregat upper stage” 
of the Soyuz rocket was re¬ 
sponsible for the postpone¬ 
ment. 

“With this complex mission, 
we will not take any risks,” 
he added, advising people 
to “keep fingers crossed for 
(a launch) tomorrow” at 
the same time. 

Europe’s Arianespace, 
which has been operating 
Russian Soyuz rockets from 
Kourou since 2011, said 
during the countdown that 


“the Soyuz launcher's au¬ 
tomated sequence was 
interrupted at 1 hour 25 
minutes before liftoff.” 
The launcher was put into 
a safe standby mode, it 
added. 

“The new target launch 
date will be announced 
as soon as possible," the 
agency said in a state¬ 
ment. 

The mission will focus on 
100 of the more than 
4,000 extrasolar planets — 
ones beyond our own so¬ 
lar system — discovered 
so far, partly to determine 
if there’s a possibility of an 
Earth-like planet capable 
of sustaining life, Swiss 
astronomer and Nobel 
Physics Prize winner Didier 
Queloz, who heads the 
CHEOPS science team, 
told The Associated Press. 
“We are one planetary 
system among many,” 
he said. “It’s all about our 
place in the universe and 
trying to understand it.”Q 
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2019 Breakthrough Entertainer: Florence Pugh owns the year 



This Nov. 20,2019 photo shows actress Florence Pugh during a portrait session in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


By AMANDA LEE MYERS 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — By 

the end of 2019 on big 
screens across the globe, 
actress Florence Pugh will 
have body-slammed a fa¬ 
mous wrestler in “Fighting 
with My Family,” screamed 
her lungs out after get¬ 
ting caught up in a violent 
Swedish cult in “Midsom- 
mar," and tromped around 
New England in a Victorian 
hoop skirt with the three 
other March sisters in “Little 
Women.” 

Each performance has 
garnered more critical ac¬ 
claim than the last, and 
cemented the 23-year-old 
Pugh as an actress on the 
rise. 

“It's so weird," Pugh recent¬ 
ly told The Associated Press, 
which named her one of its 
Breakthrough Entertainers 
of 2019. “It’s a weird feel¬ 
ing that everyone’s talking 
about everything, but it's a 
wonderful feeling.” 

Despite having three ma¬ 
jor films come out in a 
10-month period in 2019, 
Pugh insists not that much 
is different in her life. She’s 
able to fly under the ra¬ 
dar, something she cred¬ 
its, laughingly, to “so many 
hair colors." 

“No one knows who I am,” 
she said. “I don’t really get 


recognized at all. I’ve ac¬ 
tually had conversations 
with people where they’ve 
been speaking about a film 
that I was in. And I’m like, 
‘Oh, really? You thought 
that? Great.’” 

She does catch herself do¬ 
ing double-takes when 
she’s working opposite top 
actors, like Meryl Streep in 
“Little Women." 

“Meryl was just as power¬ 
ful as you can imagine she 
was ... and sharing a car¬ 
riage with her wearing the 


fanciest Amy March cloth¬ 
ing was a definite pinch- 
me moment," Pugh said. 
Another pinch-me mo¬ 
ment came when Pugh 
was playing a wrestler in 
“Fighting with My Family” 
and was about to film a 
big fight scene in front of a 
crowd of 20,000 people at 
the Staples Center in down¬ 
town Los Angeles. 

“And Dwayne Johnson 
came out to go through 
the warm-up with me," 
she said. “And I remember 


being in the ring and him 
basically telling me that to 
throw a punch, you really 
need to reel back. And I re¬ 
member just staring at him 
and then staring at all the 
seats around me, and I re¬ 
member it going quiet and 
just kind of internally smiling 
and realizing that Dwayne 
‘The Rock’ Johnson was 
teaching me how to throw 
a punch whilst I was waiting 
for 20,000 people to come 
in and watch me wrestle 
for the first time. 


“Yeah, that’s a good 
pinch,” she said. 

A more sobering moment 
with one of her heroes 
came when she was filming 
2018’s “King Lear” along¬ 
side Emma Thompson and 
Emily Watson during the 
#MeToo movement. 

“I remember one day I 
came into work and every¬ 
body was talking about it, 
and I remember (Thomp¬ 
son) gave me a book and 
she said, ‘We’re going to 
talk about this,”' Pugh said. 
“And I basically had Emily 
Watson and Emma Thomp¬ 
son talking to me about 
why the industry works and 
why it doesn’t. And I just re¬ 
member thinking that was 
a very special moment for 
someone who was 21 and 
was going to be continu¬ 
ing this conversation for the 
rest of my life.” 

Up next on her bucket list of 
roles? 

“I’ve always said I wanted 
to do a Western. Like, I re¬ 
ally, really, really want to 
be a gritty, greasy toothed, 
kind of hairy woman with a 
wax linen skirt that crunch¬ 
es when she gets on the 
horse,” Pugh said. “And I 
would love to play a drug 
lord as well, yeah. So there 
you go everyone. A West¬ 
ern and a drug lord. Sort it 
out.’U 


Disney fans will enjoy “Disney's Land" by Richard Snow 


By JEFF ROWE 
Associated Press 

“Disney’s Land: Walt Dis¬ 
ney and the Invention of 
the Amusement Park that 
Changed the World,” 
Scribner, by Richard Snow 
Scores of books have been 
written on Walt Disney and 
the entertainment colos¬ 
sus he created, but author 
Richard Snow finds some 
new running room, deliv¬ 
ering an elegantly written 
chronicle focusing on how 
Disney created and fund¬ 
ed the famed park that 
bears his name in “Disney’s 
Land: Walt Disney and the 
Invention of the Amuse¬ 
ment Park that Changed 
the World.” 

Disney knew the impor¬ 
tance of characters in 
storytelling and so does 


Snow, examining many of 
the people who helped 
Disney on his passage from 
idea to game-changing 
park. 

One such character is Buzz 
Price, who completed 
some early research on 
the economic feasibility 
of Disney's park. A jogger. 
Price had tabulated the 
distance of every run and 
the costs of socks, shoes 
and other running-related 
expenses to get his per- 
mile running cost. 

Price was the right man for 
the Disneyland feasibility 
job. 

Snow also thoroughly 
explores Disney’s older 
brother Roy's role in the 
creation of Disneyland. 
“Walt... was the creative 
one,” he writes. “But he 


could not have brought 
forth his creations without 
Roy’s business acumen.” 
The book suggests lessons 
that extend to today: Pas¬ 
sion for an idea and a plan 
are important, but so is re¬ 
search. Disney's focus and 
self-confidence allowed 
him to push on despite 
family and friends who 
told him that an amuse¬ 
ment park was folly. 

Fie leveraged everything 
he owned to build an 
amusement park the likes 
of which the world had 
never seen. But Disney 
not only had research to 
bolster his confidence but 
he also had the wisdom 
to hire people of superior 
skill who shared his vision. 
Perhaps most important, 
he gave his team creative 


freedom. Plowever, Disney 
clearly was the visionary 
and his staffers learned to 
read the arched eyebrow 
(disapproval) and to live 
with stingy praise, seem¬ 
ingly incongruous traits 
for a man who wanted to 
create an idyllic place of 
wonder and limitless imag¬ 
ination. 

The last Disneyland em¬ 
ployee remaining from 
when Walt ran the place 
retired years ago but Dis¬ 
ney remains nearly mythi¬ 
cal figure to employees - 
“cast members" in Disney 
parlance. 

“Walt would like it" re¬ 
mains the highest praise 
bestowed on a Disney em¬ 
ployee. 

Disney fans will enjoy this 
rendering of the founder 



This cover image released 
by Scribner shows "Disney’s 
Land: Walt Disney and the 
Invention of the Amusement 
Park That Changed the 
World" by Richard Snow. 

Associated Press 

and entrepreneurs will find 
their time well spent in¬ 
side the covers of Snow’s 
book.Q 
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‘Uncut Gems’ mines the best of Adam Sandler’s talent 


By JOCELYN NOVECK 
Associated Press 

By now, we shouldn’t be 
too surprised by this cultur¬ 
al contradiction known as 
Adam Sandler. It's obvious 
that Sandler, the actor, is 
capable of extraordinary 
range — not in the tradi¬ 
tional, Meryl Streep sense, 
but a range of incred¬ 
ibly good (“Punch-Drunk 
Love") to painfully bad (the 
horrendous “Jack and Jill") 
and incredibly good again. 


as in “Uncut Gems,” a fre¬ 
netic, compulsively watch- 
able, exhausting and exhil¬ 
arating collaboration with 
Josh and Benny Safdie. 
What’s less discussed, per¬ 
haps, is what links these 
performances. In all these 
films, Sandler presents the 
predicament of a man- 
child, someone who has 
aged physically and per¬ 
haps intellectually but not 
emotionally. How does 
such a man get through 
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This image released by A24 shows Adam Sandler in a scene from “Uncut Gems.” 

Associated Press 


life, and what about the 
people who have to live 
with him? Can he survive, 
and can they? In his best 
performances, Sandler of¬ 
fers a dark, bruising explo¬ 
ration of this state of being 
that actually tells us some¬ 
thing. 

And this is indeed one of his 
best. 

“Uncut Gems” declares 
itself right away with an 
extraordinary opening 
credits sequence, taking 
us from the claustrophobic 
tunnels of a mine in Ethio¬ 
pia, where precious gems 
emerge from volcanic ash. 


to the similarly claustro¬ 
phobic Diamond District 
in Manhattan, where such 
gems gleam in glass cases 
in a warren of small shops, 
one belonging to jeweler 
and gambling addict How¬ 
ard Ratner (Sandler). 

The year is 2012. Kevin Gar¬ 
nett is still playing for the 
Boston Celtics and The 
Weeknd is a relative new¬ 
comer to the music scene. 
Both men play fictional¬ 
ized versions of themselves 
here, Garnett in an espe¬ 
cially pivotal role. 

One day, Garnett pays a 
visit to Howard’s shop, ush¬ 


ered in by one of Howard’s 
unofficial collaborators, a 
hustler (Lakeith Stanfield) 
who gets a cut of the ac¬ 
tion. Just like its owner, the 
shop itself seems in con¬ 
stant noisy flux, always on 
the brink of catastrophe. 
The buzzer system never 
seems to work, and this 
takes on increasing sig¬ 
nificance; visitors can be¬ 
come trapped in the tiny 
enclosed foyer leading to 
the outside. The basketball 
connection is also signifi¬ 
cant; Howard is addicted 
to the sport and also, unfor¬ 
tunately, to betting on itO 


Chris Brown, Migos, Da Baby to 
perform during Super Bowl week 



In this June 23, 2019 file photo, DaBaby performs “Sugar” at 
the BET Awards at the Microsoft Theater in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


By The Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Chris 
Brown, Migos and DaBaby 
are the latest stars slated 
to perform during Super 


Bowl week in Miami. 

VEW Live! announced 
Tuesday that the acts will 
join Card B as headliners 
for the inaugural VEWTO- 


PIA Music Festival, which 
takes place Jan.31-Feb.l 
at Marlins Park. 

Others slated to perform 
during the two-day event 
include Megan Thee Stal¬ 
lion, Davido, Gunna and 
Shenseea. More perform¬ 
ers will be announced 
later. Super Bowl 54 will 
take place on Feb. 2 at 
Hard Rock Stadium in Mi¬ 
ami Gardens, Florida. Sha- 
kira and Jennifer Lopez 
will headline the halftime 
show. Lady Gaga, Guns 
N' Roses, Maroon 5, DJ 
Khaled and the Chain- 
smokers are some of 
the artists who have an¬ 
nounced they are holding 
concerts in Miami days 
before the big game.Q 
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As Ricky Reed rises, the producer for Lizzo learns balance 



In this Dec. 6, 2019, photo Ricky Reed poses for a portrait in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


By MESFIN FEKADU 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Music 
producer Ricky Reed re¬ 
members the long days 
and nights in the recording 
studio, as he crafted hits for 
Halsey, twenty one pilots, 
Jason Derulo and Lizzo with 
zero-time limits or restric¬ 
tions. 

But for the father of 
8-month-old twins and a 2 
1/2-year-old toddler, things 
have changed: On Tues¬ 
days and Thursdays, he's a 
stay-at-home dad. And he 
doesn’t work on the week¬ 
end. 

“My only real work days 
are Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday,” he said. “We 
have three kids under 3. It's 
madness. They come first, 
second and third on my list 
of priorities before anything 
else.” 

Reed, 37, said he came 
up with the new sched¬ 
ule about two months 
ago — around the time 
he watched a hit he cre¬ 
ated with Lizzo two years 
ago, “Truth Hurts,” top the 
Billboard Hot 100 chart — 
giving him and the artist he 
signed to his Nice Life Re¬ 
cording Company in 2015 
their first No. 1 success. 
“What I find with having 
kids and trying to be a 
good dad and trying to be 


a good musician is that it 
takes a ton of energy and 
effort, but a lot of that en¬ 
ergy has to go into being 
creative with your sched¬ 
ule, reading the room and 
making adjustments ev¬ 
ery couple months as the 
needs change so that I’m 
not just off living my music 
producer dream while my 
family’s getting beat up,” 
he said. “It's good, but you 
got to pay attention to it.” 
Reed broke the rules on this 
particular day to complete 
an interview — a Tuesday 


— but for good reason: 
He’s celebrating his four 
Grammy nominations. 
Thanks to his success with 
the year's most popular 
singer, Reed earned nomi¬ 
nations for album of the 
year for Lizzo’s major-label 
debut, “Cuz I Love You”; 
song and record of the 
year for “Truth Hurts,” which 
was No. 1 for seven weeks; 
and non-classical producer 
of the year, an award he 
competed for at the 2017 
Grammys (he lost to Greg 
Kurstin, who worked on 


Adele’s “Hello.”) 

“To be honest. I'm always 
so head down in my work 
that I never know what is 
going to be the thing that 
connects with people or 
would make a Grammy 
committee feel like, ‘This is 
the year that I should be 
nominated.’ 

The amount of work that 
I did in the last two years 
that sort of culminates in 
this specific discography, I 
beat myself so bad. I beat 
up my poor family, too, just 
overextending. I will say it 


was very pleasing to say, 
‘Somebody was watch¬ 
ing,'” Reed said. 

In addition to working with 
Lizzo — whose eight Gram¬ 
my nominations makes her 
the show’s top contender 
— Reed also produced for 
Maggie Rogers, SZA, Maren 
Morris and X Ambassadors 
during this Grammys cycle. 
His got his first big hit in 2013 
with Jason Derulo's “Talk 
Dirty,” which peaked at 
No. 3 on the Hot 100 and 
became a four-times plati¬ 
num success. He also has 
produced Top 5 hits like 
twenty one pilot’s “Ride,” 
Halsey’s “Bad at Love,” 
Meghan Trainor's “No” and 
Derulo and Snoop Dogg’s 
“Wiggle." 

While working on those 
hits, he was busy working 
with Lizzo. “Truth Hurts" was 
created in 2017 but got a 
boost after it was featured 
in the Netflix film “Someone 
Great,” released in April. 
And “Good as Hell" — cre¬ 
ated in 2016 on a piano 
he purchased on Craigslist 
that was used at the icon¬ 
ic Sound City Studios (“It 
even has the whole Tom 
Petty and the Heartbreak- 
ers' sticker on the under¬ 
carriage,” Reed excitedly 
says) — is spending its sixth 
week on top of the R&B 
charts).□ 


Breakthrough Entertainer: Zack Gottsagen realizes a dream 



In this Dec. 5, 2019, photo Zack Gottsagen poses for a portrait 
in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


By MARCELA ISAZA 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — For 

Zack Gottsagen, being 
named as one of The Asso¬ 
ciated Press’ Breakthrough 
Entertainers of 2019 is a 
confirmation of his suc¬ 
cess. 

“It means some people 
believe in me ...(and) a lot 
of people love my talent," 
he said. 

Gottsagen’s appeal is one 
of the reasons why “The 
Peanut Butter Falcon” has 
become one of the year's 
most successful indepen¬ 
dent films and was an 
unexpected summer hit. 
The movie, which marks 
his professional acting de¬ 
but, follows a wrestling- 
obsessed fan named Zack 
with Down Syndrome who 
leaves his assisted living 


facility for an adventure, 
and ends up forging an 
unlikely friendship with a 
fisherman, played by Shia 
LaBeouf, also on the run. 
The fact that both the 
main character and Zack 


share the same name is 
no accident. “The Peanut 
Butter Falcon” was inspired 
by Gottsagen and spe¬ 
cifically written for him by 
Tyler Nilson and Michael 
Schwartz after the pair 


met Gottsagen at an act¬ 
ing camp for people with 
disabilities. Gottsagen was 
determined to be an ac¬ 
tor, and pleaded with Nil- 
son and Schwartz to make 
his dream come true. The 
34-year-old recalls grow¬ 
ing up and watching Chris 
Burke, who also has Down 
Syndrome, star in the 1980s 
TV series “Life Goes On.” 
“He is a really good ac¬ 
tor. I always watched his 
show for like thousands 
and thousands of times,” 
he said about Burke. 
Watching someone on 
TV who looked like him 
encouraged Gottsagen. 
Burke’s role was ground¬ 
breaking at the time, and 
it's still a challenge for ac¬ 
tors with disabilities to be 
cast in Hollywood projects. 
Now, Gottsagen s pro¬ 


viding that inspiration for 
others. He's become a 
bonafide celebrity since 
the movie’s release, with 
appearances on shows 
like “The Ellen DeGeneres 
Show,“and will be hon¬ 
ored at the Palm Springs 
International Festival with 
the Rising Star Award. It’s 
been a nonstop ride. 
“Everything is going on 
right now,” he said. 
Gottsagen plans to con¬ 
tinue acting and said he 
prefers to focus on drama 
because it shows “feel¬ 
ings ... most people would 
probably love to see that.” 
But his dream would be to 
star with John Travolta, or 
at least play Travolta’s role 
in a reboot of his favor¬ 
ite film, “Grease,” which 
he has watched “many, 
many times.”□ 
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Ikea moving into city centers to adapt to consumer changes 



In this Friday Nov. 22,2019 photo, Andreas Flygare, the project manager for the new Warsaw Ikea 
store presents a system projecting furniture interior a wall, in Warsaw, Poland. 

Associated Press 


By VANESSA GERA 
Associated Press 
WARSAW, Poland (AP) — 

An airport worker drops by 
Warsaw's newest Ikea store 
during her lunch break to 
finish up plans for a home 
refurbishment. Around her, 
people drift in and out of 
the shop, placing small 
houseware items in big yel¬ 
low bags as cafe tables fill 
up with people just stop¬ 
ping in for lunch. 

The store is not one of Ikea’s 
out-of-the-way, maze-like 
warehouses that require a 
car to visit, but a shop like 
any other in a city center 
shopping mall. 

The Swedish retailing gi¬ 
ant plans to open 30 such 
smaller stores in major cities 
around the world as part 
of a transformafion that is 
costing the company fi¬ 
nancially buf is needed to 
adapt to changing con¬ 
sumer habits. 

Compared with just a de¬ 
cade ago, shoppers are 
more likely to be living in 
urban areas and not have 
a car, and often want a 
nearby location to look at 
goods like furniture in per¬ 
son before ordering things 
online. 

"I like the idea because 
you can come any time," 
said 29-year-old Angelika 
Singh, the airport worker, as 
she finalized an order for a 
new kitchen. "Mostly when 
you go to Ikea you need to 
have a whole day free, or 
af leasf half a day free, be¬ 
cause it's far." 

Warsaw's store is located 
on two floors covering 
nearly 5,000 square mefers 
(54,000 square feet), about 


one-fourth of a traditional 
big-box store. 

Shoppers can buy cushions, 
curtains and other home 
items. They can design the 
layout of bedrooms and 
kitchens at computer sta¬ 
tions. But those hoping to 
buy a bookcase or bed will 
not find them stocked in a 
large warehouse, though 
they can order them at ki¬ 
osks and have them deliv¬ 
ered to their homes. 

As such, it offers a very dif¬ 
ferent shopping experi¬ 
ence from the usual visit to 
one of the large warehouse 
stores. 

Small stores have also 
opened in major cities like 
Madrid and London, which 
has a small new "planning 
studio" for kitchen and bed¬ 



room projects. Next year 
smaller stores are also due 
to open in Paris and Tokyo. 
"Ikea's been doing pret¬ 
ty much the same for 70 
years. It’s been a cash-and- 
carry company, and it still is 
for the majority of its sales," 
said Andreas Flygare, the 
project manager for the 
Warsaw store. Now, he ex¬ 
plained, the company must 
adapt to a consumer envi¬ 
ronment that has changed 
dramatically in the last 10 
years. 

"You have companies like 
Amazon and Uber that are 
raising the bar for what is 
expected. Because if you 
can have same-day deliv¬ 
ery, or an Uber is two min¬ 
utes away, it influences oth¬ 
er companies, like Ikea," he 
said in a recent interview in 
the store's cafe. "It can be 


a quite tough environment. 
Everything is changing so 
fast." 

The company, whose 
founder Ingvar Kamprad 
died in January, has seen 
business growth slow in re¬ 
cent years. But updating 
its business model to rein¬ 
vigorate sales is not com¬ 
ing cheap. On Wednes¬ 
day, it reported that its 
operating profit for the full 
year through August had 
dropped 26 percent to 2.25 
billion euros ($2.55 billion) 
as it increased spending 
on the new stores as well as 
delivery services and its on¬ 
line offerings. 

Thomas Slide, senior re¬ 
fail analyst at the market 
research firm Mintel, de¬ 
scribed Ikea's new ap¬ 
proach as a rational re¬ 
sponse to a "global trend 


towards urban living and a 
rebirth of the cities." 

"While Ikea used to be 
able to build its big blue 
warehouses on the edge 
of towns and cities and 
expect shoppers to come 
to them, now it has recog¬ 
nized it needs to be more 
flexible in its approach and 
take the Ikea experience 
to them, through digital 
channels and smaller stores 
closer to where people live 
and work," Slide said. 

Ikea isn't the first to em¬ 
brace such an approach. 
In the U.S., retailer Tar¬ 
get has rolled out smaller 
stores to broaden its reach. 
French hardware store Le¬ 
roy Merlin has done the 
same, as have Kingfisher- 
owned DIY store B&Q and 
sofa refailer DFS in Britain. 
"While Ikea may not be on 
the cutting edge of this 
trend, it's an important strat¬ 
egy to prepare the business 
for the future," Slide said. 
"The challenge will be add¬ 
ing extra services through 
additional channels while 
also maintaining profitabil¬ 
ity." 

Chen Yu Ting, a 25-year-old 
from Taiwan who studies 
medicine in Warsaw, said it 
used to take him 40 minutes 
by bus to visit one of the 
large Ikea stores outside 
the city. But he is a short 
walk to the new store, and 
after an initial trip to buy 
pillows and bed sheets he 
now returns often for lunch, 
which is priced right for his 
budget. 

"It's more convenient, and 
now I just come here to 
eat," he said. 

His only complaint? The 
store doesn't stock frozen 
meatballs. □ 


In this Friday Nov. 22, 2019 photo, a customer looks at a table 
with a projected arrangement at a new Ikea store, in Warsaw, 

Poland. In this Friday Nov. 22, 2019 photo, people visit a new Ikea store, in Warsaw, Poland. 

Associated Press Associated Press 










